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French Industrial Production High 
Despite Adverse Economic Factors 


Although French industrial production continued at a high level 
in the early part of 1957, other factors were adversely influencing the 


internal economy. 


The aftermath of Suez, military operations in Algeria, price pres- 
sures, labor demands for wage increases, dissatisfaction of farm groups 


with the pricing system for agricultural 
products, and the continuing deficit in 
foreign trade were contributing to the 
strain on France’s over-extended eco- 
nomie position. 

January industrial production was 9 
percent above the January 1956 level, 
and ¢oal production was up 7 percent 
over last year. However, building and 
public works did not exceed the 1956 
level. 


Consumer prices continued to rise. 
In February, the Government was 
forced to resort to tax exemptions on 
certain food items to keep the price 
index below the critical level of 149.1, 
at which point the wage escalator clause 
becomes mandatory. These measures 
kept the index at 148.9. Pressures from 
Jabor groups in both the public and 
private sectors were building up for 
wage increases to offset what they con- 
sider the real rise in living costs. Farm 
groups also were dissatisfied with exist- 
ing price ceilings and the Government 
avoided a crisis by agreeing, in princi- 
ple, to an eventual adjustment of agri- 
cultural commodity-pricing procedures. 


Imports Set Record 


French imports from foreign countries 
in January reached a record level of 
$464 million but exports amounted to 
only $289 million, which left a deficit 
of $175 million, the highest deficit for 
any single month since February 1952. 
Total imports from foreign countries in 
February amounted to $421 million and 
exports totaled $265 million, with a re- 
sulting trade deficit of $156 million. Al- 
though a part of the increased imports 
in January was owing to the accumu- 
lated backlog of imports brought about 
by the Suez crisis, anticipatory or spec- 
ulative buying probably accounted for 
no small part of this increase. 

Imports for all major commodity 
groups in January were above the De- 
cember level. Petroleum showed the 
largest increase—$76 million against 
$46 million in December. The total 
quantity of petroleum products was be- 
low the October level, but a relatively 





larger share consisted of finished prod- 
ucts and reflected higher freight costs 
and increases in the cost of the petro- 
leum itself—Western Hemisphere in- 
stead of Middle Eastern. 

Another major increase registered in 
January imports was for textile raw 
materials, $70 million against $52 mil- 
lion in December. Wool imports 
amounted to $36 million and raw cotton 
imports, $28 million. January imports 
from the United States totaled $91.2 
million, only 25 percent of which was 
covered by exports, compared with 31 
percent for December. The major item 
in this figure was $25.4 million for crude 
and refined petroleum products. 


Suez Crisis Slows Expansion 


Stricter import controls were enacted 
to conserve foreign exchange, but the 
drain on foreign exchange probably will 
continue for the next several months. 
The oil and coal imports necessitated 
by Suez, most of which will be required 
in the first half of 1957, will put an 
additional strain on a rapidly deterior- 
ating exchange position. 

The Ministry of Finance and Eco- 
nomic Affairs recently conducted a 
survey among leading French business- 
mefi on the consequences of the Suez 
crisis. The survey showed that the 
effects of Suez were less serious than 
generally anticipated, according to press 
reports. Nevertheless, the expansion 
rate was slowed down, and for the first 
6 months of 1957 industrial production 
is expected to exceed by only 3 to 4 per- 
cent that registered in the correspond- 
ing period of 1956. The previous annual 
expansion rate was 8 to 9 percent. This 
decrease was only indirectly attributed 
to the petroleum shortage, as no cases 
of reduced production because of fuel 
shortage were indicated. 

New orders for delivery during Feb- 
ruary to June 1957 have not risen above 
those of the corresponding period of last 
year; 86 percent of the executives in- 
terviewed believed this was owning to 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Quick Service © 


Information on all phases of 
trade—from comprehensive 
and business data to details on 
export and import regulati 
quickly and directly available 
businessmen in their own 
through the 33 Field Offices of ih 
U. S. Department of Commerce . 


Conveniently located in the bug 
ness centers of the United States, th 
Field Offices are staffed with f 
trade specialists who keep q 
of developments in the United Stats 
and abroad. Aided by the 
information and publications sent 
them regularly from Washingt, 
they are well equipped to serve worl) 
traders in their communities, 

Supplementing these Field Officss 
is a coast-to-coast network of som 
800 cooperative offices—loca] 
bers of commerce and other busine 
organizations—which have been 
nished with Department publication, 
and reference materials for use y 


Field Offices Giye| 





1956 ove 





businessmen. 


The addresses of the Departments 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 
Office Bldg. 2 
Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bldg, @ 


Luckie St. NW. 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8S. Post Office mi 
Courthouse Bldg. 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 


Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office 


Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Offa 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohie, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandis 
Mart, 500 S. Ervay St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. S, Pat 
Office Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1081 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


Bldg. 

New Ceteons 12, La., 333 St. Charles Am 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portiand 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Cowt 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 1, Va., Room 409, Post Offe 


. Mo., 910 New Federal be 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Tem 
San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 418 Gr 

tomhouse. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse ail 

Post Office Bldg 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 

For local telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book, 








Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for international Affairs 
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Eekinge Reserves Reach New Record 





Mexican Economy Makes Impressive Gains 


The high level of business activity in Mexico in 1956 resulted in 
ive economic gains, the favorable trends continuing into 1957 
with reduced activity in January, as is customary after the year-end 


boom. 


Monetary circulation at the end of 1956 was 11.8 percent higher _ 
‘than it was a year earlier. 


In the first 
weeks of 1957, note and coin circula- 
tion apparently decreased somewhat; 
however, neither checking account de- 

its nor bank credit volume seemed 
to be contracting. 

Following the trend of 1956, prices 
and living costs were stable in January 
and in many cases were lower than in 
January 1956. Retail sales were at the 
usual low level following the large 
Christmas sales, and complaints about 
lack of credit were heard frequently. 
Industry, which rose by 18 percent in 
1956 over the preceding year, continued 
active in the early part of 1957. 

The foreign trade deficit for 1956 was 
compared 
with $124 million in 1955. Despite this 
deficit, the country’s balance of pay- 
ments at the close of 1956 was favor- 
able—albeit less so than a year before 
—and foreign exchange reserves of the 
Bank of Mexico reached a record $469.1 
million, or a rise of 14.6 percent in the 


Rainfall in parts of Baja California 
and Sonora brought some relief to the 
northwestern drought areas in January, 
and in February rains in the northeast 
were expected to result in increased 
plantings of cotton, corn, and wheat. 
Only four irrigation districts—lower 
Rio Grande, lower San Juan River, Don 
Martin, and La Laguna—were_ re- 
stricted in the use of water for irriga- 
tion in January. The Minister of Hy- 
draulic Resources announced that 297,- 
413 additional hectares of land would be 
irrigated in 1957, compared with 260,- 
000 hectares of land newly irrigated in 
1956. 


Cotton, Corn Crops Short 


In 1956 cotton and corn crops did 
Mot come up to early expectations; in 
fact, the former, of about 1.725 million 
bales, was 22 percent below the 1955 
output; the corn crop, of some 3.8 mil- 
lion metric tons, was only 5 percent 
thove the 1955 crop and 18 percent be- 
low the 1954 crop. Exports of ginned 
cotton in 1956 amounted to 421,891 
Metric tons—1,834,309 bales. January 
exports of ginned cotton were 18,230 
tons, compared with 52,287 tons in Jan- 
lary 1956. Corn imports amounting to 
114011 tons were necessary in 1956, 
and 6,870 tons were imported in Janu- 
ary as against 63 tons in January 1956. 

Coffee production in 1956 was 87,000 
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metric tons, or approximately 7 percent 
below the 1955 production. However; 
exports were large and prices good. De- 


cember exports totaled 8,720 metric 
tons, and January exports, 10,828 tons; 
these represented 14 and 10 percent, 
respectively, over exports of December 
1955 and January 1956. The excellent 
orange crop of 600,000 metric tons re- 
sulted in orange exports of 24,506 met- 
ric tons in 1956, 68 percent above those 
of 1955. In January, 5,235 tons were 
exported, compared with 130 tons ex- 
ported in January 1956. 


Industrial Output Up 


Mexican industrial production, ac- 
cording to the annual report of the 
Bank of Mexico, rose by 9.7 percent in 
1956 over the preceding year’s output 
as the result of greater efficiency in 
production, a high level of investment, 
and increased confidence in the coun- 
try’s sound economy. Percentagewise, 
these increases were in: Electric power, 
12; construction, 11; petroleum and its 
products, 10; manufacturing industries, 
10; mining, 6; and transportation and 
communication, 8. 

The output in production and con- 
sumption goods industries was advanced 
18.12 and 7 percent respectively in 1956 
over 1955, according to published fig- 
ures of Nacional Financiera, official fi- 
nancial agency. Broken down, these 
increases were, percentagewise: Pro- 
duction goods: Steel, 15.4; cement, 9.2; 
coke, 19; chemical products, 17.5; arti- 
ficial fibers, 7.1; fertilizers, 
and cellulose, 26.6; rubber products, 
15.8; glass products, 31; electrical 
equipment, 34.2; assembled vehicles, 
21.2; railway cars, 26; motion pictures, 
8; and Consumption Goods: Food prod- 
ucts, 4.2; clothing and footwear, 8.2; 


16; paper, 
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household products, such as soaps and 
matches, 1.7; and household durable 
goods, such as radios, refrigerators, 
washing machines, stoves and furniture, 
18.4. 

The total minerals production in 1956 
was estimated to be below that of 
the preceding year; however, its value 
was expected to equal or even exceed 
that in 1955. In the first 10 months of 
1956, production of lead and zinc de- 
creased 5 and 8 percent respectively, 
compared with output in the same pe- 
riod of 1955; copper output in 1956, on 
the other hand, was about 35 percent 
above that of 1955, or 57,600 metric 
tons. 


Sulfur Output Increases 


Mexico continued to lead the world’s 
production of silver, with approximately 
44 million troy ounces mined in 1956. 
Production, however, was nearly 8 per- 
cent below the 1955 production. Sulfur 
production continued to increase in 
1956, with an estimated output of 777,- 
275 metric tons, or a 55 percent in- 
crease over the preceding year. 

Mexico’s domestic requirements for 
petroleum products reached 238,800 bar- 
rels a day in 1956, according to an an- 
nual report of Petroleos Mexicanos 
(Pemex). Production of crude oil and 
natural gasoline amounted to 94.2 mil- 
lion barrels, and represented an in- 
crease of 3 percent over 1955 output; 
natural gas production amounted to 16 
million barrels in 1956. Sales of pe- 
troleum products by Pemex in 1956 
reached a value of 3,613 million pesos. 

Mexico’s first imports of gasoline 
from Venezuela were made in Janu- 
ary and will be used in northern areas 
which Pemex is unable to service. Ex- 
ports of 115,000 barrels of crude oil 
from the new Angostura field were 
made to Italy in January. 

The sharp year-end rise in circula- 
tion was larger than in 1955, but was 
in line with the record retail sales vol- 
ume of November and December. It 
was financed largely by foreign ex- 
change from exports, by foreign cred- 
its, and by withdrawals from deposits 
in the Central Bank. If the year-end 
increase in monetary circulation follows 
the pattern of the past few years, part 
of the increase will become permanent 
in the early months of 1957. 

The conservative credit policy fol- 
lowed by the Bank of Mexico to help 
control inflation was supplemented by 
a conservative fiscal policy of the Mexi- 
can Government. The Federal Budget 
for 1957 balances expenditures with 
revenues at figures of 7,578 million 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Inflationary Pressures Rise in Portugal 


A rise in inflationary pressures in Portugal and interruption to Suez 
canal traffic had significant effects on the Portuguese economy in 1956, 
Great interest was expressed in the action taken by European coun- 
tries toward economic integration and its potentially far-reaching im- 


portance to Portugal and its oversea possessions. 


In other respects the year was un- 
eventful insofar as concerns the impact 
of new developments on the economy, 
Agricultural conditions were satisfac- 
tory, industrial expansion continued at 
about the anticipated rate, and finan- 
cial stability was maintained. 


Despite some adverse factors, output 
of principal agricultural products was 
at satisfactory levels. Wheat production 
was estimated at 567,808 metric tons, 
an increase of 12 percent above that of 
1955. Comparable increases were re- 
corded for other bread grains. Rice 
production exceeded domestic require- 
ments. The production of olive oil was 
estimated at about 90,900 metric tons, 
or about 32 percent higher than in 1955. 

Wine production declined compared 
with 1955, and the alcoholic content of 
the wine was low. 

Meat production was down in quan- 
tity, owing to the poor state of pas- 
tures and to epidemics. “Blue tongue,” 
or catarrhal fever, caused the death of 
over 40,000 sheep. As a result, it was 
necessary to supplement domestic meat 
supplies with imports of 4,500 metric 
tons, compared with 500 tons imported 
in 1955. 

Preliminary estimates show that 
91,414 metric tons of sardines were 
landed at all fishing centers in Portu- 
gal in 1956, an increase of about 8 per- 
cent over 1955. Although the catch 
increased by only 8 percent, production 
of canned sardines increased by nearly 
29 percent owing to the more suitable 
size of fish caught in the 1956 season. 


Power Production Up 

A rise in electric power production 
and in the output of the mining indus- 
try was reported, while levels of manu- 
facturing output were generally fa- 
vorable. 

Electric power production was up 15 
percent over 1955. On the basis of fig- 
ures for the first 10 months of the year, 
lignite production was up by 60 per- 
cent over 1955, while production of 
anthracite coal was at about the 1955 
level. 

The mining industry reported in- 
creased production of pyrites and of 
iron ore, but a substantial drop in the 
production of cassiterite. Ore smelting 
in Portugal, however, resulted in in- 
creased domestic production of tin. and 
ferro tungsten. Petroleum refining op- 
erations were expanded. 

Chemical and other industries pro- 
duced greater quantities of ammonium 
sulfate, calcium cyanamide, copper 
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sulfate, woodpulp, newsprint, glassware, 
cement, and lime. The output of foun- 
dry products, wire, and nails increased, 
as did the production of electric cables. 

The production of manufactured cork 
products declined as did naval stores. 
Cotton-textile production dropped by 
approximately 8 percent in the first 9 
months of the year, but the output. of 
cotton yarns was higher. 


Imports, Exports Increase 


Total imports in 1956 were valued at 
12,678,327,000 escudos, an increase of 
10.8 percent over 1955. Exports were 
valued at 8,589,955,000 escudos, or 5.5 
percent greater than in 1955 (1 es- 
cudo = US$0.035). 

Greater import totals reflected in- 
creased receipts of wheat, codfish, oil- 
seeds, machinery and apparatus, cop- 
per, liquid fuels, and motor trucks. 

Significant increases in exports were 
recorded particularly in the case of 
canned fish, naval stores, cement, port 
wine, table wines, pyrites, cotton goods, 
and forest products. Important reduc- 
tions were reported in unmanufactured 
cork, olive oil, and ground carob beans. 
The decline in value of exports of cork 
and cork products, compared with 1955, 
amounted to 120 million escudos, or 
about $4.2 million. 

By countries of origin, imports by 
value increased particularly from the 
European Payments Union (EPU) 
countries and from the dollar area, ac- 
companied by small declines in im- 





Businessmen To Tour 
Far East 


A business tour of Japan, Hong 
Kong, and the Philippines is 
scheduled to depart San Francis- 
co on May 3 under sponsorship of 
the San Francisco Chamber of 
Commerce and the San Francisco 
Area World Trade Association. 

Top Government officials and 
industrial leaders in the countries 
to be visited have given the tour 
enthusiastic support and have 
made possible interviews, brief- 
ings, and factory visits. 

Bay area commercia] and indus- 
trial organizations have shown 
marked interest in the tour. The 
group will number approximately 
40 persons. 
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ports from Eastern Europe and Latin 
America. f 

Small increases were recorded in ey, 
ports to the EPU countries, to th 
dollar area, to Eastern Europe, and 
Latin America—lower cork exports pp. 
duced the increase in exports to Latin 
America. 

U. S. exports to Portugal (U. §. stg. 
tistics) were valued at $43.939 million 
in 1956, an increase of 30.7 percent 
over 1955. 

U. S. imports of Portuguese 
in 1956 declined to $24.567 million, ¢& 
10.5 percent below 1955. 

Reserves of gold and foreign e& 
change rose in value to 19,822 million } 
escudos as of December 26, comparej 
with 19,268 million at the end of 1955, | 

A high performance rate in 
out the 6-year development plan was | 
reported for 1956 by the Ministry of 
Economy. Hydroelectric power-statiog 
construction schedules were met or e 
ceeded. With the completion of new 
stations now under construction, elec. 
tric power production in 1958 is expect. 
ed to be increased to about 3 billion 
kilowatt-hours compared to 1.700 billion 
kilowatt-hours in 1956. The capacity of 
chemical fertilizer plants is being in 
creased. The Minister indicated that 
initiation of construction work on the 
proposed steel industry, designed to 
produce 200,000 tons in 1960, would be 
speeded up. 








Prices Rise 

The inflationary rise in prices and 
wages elsewhere was reflected in Por 
tugal in higher prices for import re 
quirements, including higher prices fo 
foodstuffs needed to supplement domes 
tic food supplies. Higher fuel price 
resulted from the Suez crisis late in 
the year. 

The general high level of activity i 
the domestic economy resulted in labor 
shortages in some areas and pressure 
toward higher wages. Skilled workers 
in the booming shipbuilding industry 
and seamen in the Merchant Marine 
were among workers who were granted 
wage increases 
largest industrial enterprise, Compai- 
hia Uniao Fabril, benefited from wage 
increases as did workers in public util- 
ties, and in cement, petroleum refining, 
and marketing establishments. 

On the other hand, large segment 
of the labor force, including the textile, 
forest products, and mining industries, 
and agricultural workers were not af 
fected by wage increases. 

Pressure toward higher wages Wa 
reduced by official action which i» 
cluded enforcement of existing pric 
controls, increased imports of goods if 
short supply, and steps to sustain the 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Latin American Draft 
Indebtedness Reduced 


Aggregate draft indebtedness of Latin 
American importers to U. S. exporters 
declined further in February, the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of New York has 
announced. 


According to the Bank’s monthly 
survey of the draft experience of 14 
large commercial banks, total drafts 
outstanding declined by $2.2 million to 
$168.4 million, as the amount of drafts 
paid in the month again exceeded the 
dollar value of new drafts drawn. 


Venezuelan indebtedness fell by $1.9 
million to $30.4 million, and Brazilian 
obligations declined by $1.7 million to 
$15.2 million. Smaller decreases were 
reported for Cuba, the Dominican Re- 
public, Ecuador, and Peru. Drafts out- 
standing on Colombia increased for the 
first time in 4 months, rising $1.5 mil- 
lion to $48.9 million. Mexican obliga- 
tions also increased noticeably, rising 
$0.8 million to $14.6 million. 


Draft Payments Decline 


Draft payments by Latin American 
importers in February totaled $38 mil- 
lion, $1.8 million less than in January. 
Mexican remittances showed the largest 
decline, falling by $1.1 million to $3.3 
million. Venezuelan remittances de- 
clined to $8.2 million, $0.5 million less 
than in the preceding month. Argen- 
tina, Brazil, Ecuador, and Panama 
were among those countries who in- 
creased their payments. 


New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers declined 
$2.4 million to $35.8 million, mainly as 
a result of smaller drawings on Argen- 
tina, Brazil, and Venezuela. Drawings 
on Argentina of $0.8 million were down 
by $1.1 millidn from the preceding 
month, while those on Brazil dropped 
by $1.3 million to $3.6 million. Draw- 
ings on Venezuela totaled $6.3 million, 
compared with $8.1 million in January. 

The amount of outstanding confirmed 
letters of credit issued by the reporting 
banks in favor of U. S. exporters in- 
creased by $8.9 million to $215.4 mil- 
lion, the highest since April 1952. Out- 
standings on Argentina rose by $4.4 
million to $67.7 million, the highest 
since July 1948. Outstandings on 
Uruguay also rose considerably, in- 
creasing by $2.7 million to $10.3 mil- 
lion. Outstanding confirmed letters of 
credit on Brazil and Venezuela rose by 
$2.4 million each, to $38.1 million and 
$24 million, respectively. In contrast, 
outstandings on Mexico dropped by $5 
million to $20.2 million. 

The Pakistan tea crop has increased 
1 million pounds over 1955-56 to a total 
of 52 million pounds, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Cuban Economic Prosperity Firm; 


Bank Clearings at Record High 


The Cuban economic outlook continued bright in February with 
the improved sugar situation, generally high levels ef wholesale and 
retail sales, and very little change in the industrial and construction 
peak activity which has prevailed in the past year. 

Havana commercial bank clearings reached a record high for the 


month and were about 21 percent above 
those for the comparable month of the 
preceding year. For the first time since 
1952, Cuban sugar mills are grinding 
a virtually unlimited crop. Of the 161 
sugar mills in the country, 156 were 
operating by the end of the month. 
Heavier than normal rains for February 
were general throughout the Island. 
Sugar production through February 15 
approached 1 million Spanish long tons, 
compared with approximately 700,000 
Spanish long tons on the corresponding 
date last year. 


All of the sugar remaining in the 1957 
Special World Reserve Quota was taken 
up on a Government-to-Government 
sale of 200,000 Spanish long tons by 
Cuba to the Soviet Union. The sale 
took place on February 27 at a pre- 
viously negotiated price of $0.0585 a 
pound, f.o.b. Cuban port of delivery, 
some $0.02 a pound lower than the ex- 
isting world market price on the date 
of sale. 


In anticipation of a longer sugar- 
grinding season and increased wages 
resulting from higher prices for sugar, 
all of the low-duty rice quota for Cuba 
for the rice quota year ending June 30, 
1957, had been purchased by importers 
by the end of February. 


Consumer Demand Strong 


Consumer demand continued strong 
in most lines and collections were satis- 
factory. Sales gains were specially 
marked in agricultural and farm ma- 
chinery and equipment, electrical appli- 
ances, and passenger cars and trucks. 
Department-store sales remained gen- 
erally firm. 

The volume of inbound cargo arriving 
at the Havana port was almost 50 per- 
cent greater than in February 1956, 
Cuban shipping companies, which re- 
cently acquired new vessels under the 
Government program of encouraging 
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the expansion of the Cuban merchant 
marine, reported a substantial partici- 
pation in this movement of cargo. 

On February 17, the 42-kilometer 
highway from Sabalo to La Fe, in Pinar 
del Rio Province, was formally opened, 
thus completing the final link in the 
Cuban portion of the Pan American 
Highway. 

Trade missions from Italy, Japan, and 
West Germany visited Havana in the 
month. Negotiations were completed 
for the extension of the 1953 Cuban- 
West Germany Trade Agreement for 
another 3 years in return for German 
assurances of an increase in imports of 
certain minerals and foodstuffs from 
Cuba. Germany is to be granted the 
same tariff treatment on many items 
that Cuba accords the United States. 

One of the largest new investment 
projects was undertaken, plans being 
announced for a $16.2-million steel plant 
at Cotorro, near Havana. The mill, 
which will produce concrete reinforcing 
bars and round shapes in its initial 
stages, is expected to be in operation 
within 2 years. The cornerstone for the 
plant was laid on February 26. 

Bank Clearings Up 

Havana commercial bank clearings 
totaled 450.5 million pesos (1 peso= 
US$1). Figures released in February 
showed Cuba’s publie debt had risen to 
702.5 million pesos on December 31, 
1956, an increase of 21 percent over the 
public debt reported at the end of 1955. 

Budgetary collections in the first half 
of fiscal year 1956-1957 were about 
5 percent above those for the same 
period in the preceding fiscal year. This 
upward trend appeared to be extending 
into calendar year 1957, with collections 
in January reported at about 33.7 mil- 
lion pesos as contrasted to 30 million 
for January 1956. Some upward pres- 
sure on prices was noted, particularly 
on imported foodstuffs, including rice 
and flour, supplies of which are limited 
by import-quota restriction. Credit con- 
ditions were reported as normal. 

Public statements were made by sev- 
eral prominent Cuban officials praising 
the work in progress toward revising 
the Cuban customs tariff, and advo- 
cating the incorporation of protective 
duties for numerous industries. 

Pressure for wage and salary in- 
creases began to mount, and efforts 
were renewed by trade associations and 
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El Salvador Economy Prospers in '56 


El Salvador’s prosperity in 1956 was attributed to a number of 


factors. 


Foreign trade reached new highs, the 1955-56 coffee crop, though 
short, brought a high price, overall production increased, new industries 
were established, and finances were sound. 


Both imports and exports reached 
record levels in 1956; exports totaled 
$112.7 million (1955, $106.9 million) and 
imports $105.1 million (1955, $91.9 mil- 
lion). In the past few years the volume 
of imports has risen significantly. Data 
on volume of imports for 1956 are not 
yet available, but for 1955 imports were 
nearly triple the average from 1945 
through 1949; the volume of exports in 
the same period rose less than 50 per- 
cent. A doubling in export prices by 
1955 and 1956, with little change in im- 
port prices, has enabled El Salvador to 
maintain its usual favorable trade bal- 
ance, although the 1956 balance of $7.6 
million was the lowest since 1948. 


West Germany took nearly 30 per- 
“cent of El Salvador’s exports in 1956, 
compared with less than 1 percent in 
1951. Salvadoran sales to Japan also 
have risen fronr less than 1 percent to 
11 percent over the same period. By 
contrast, U. S. purchases have fallen 
from 86 percent in 1951 to only 44 per- 
cent in 1956. The United States, how- 
ever, continued to supply the major part 
of El Salvador’s imports. Fifty-two per- 
cent of Salvadoran imports came from 
the United States in 1956, 8 percent 
from Germany, 6 percent from the 
Netherlands, and 5 percent each from 
Honduras and Japan. Germany and 
Japan have increased their shares of 
the Salvadoran market slightly since 
1951 at the expense of the United 
States, which accounted for 64 percent 
of Salvadoran imports in that year. 


Coffee Exports, Increase 


As of June 30, 1956, coffee accounted 
for 80 percent and cotton for 16 percent 
of all exports by value. The 1956-57 
coffee crop is hoped to approach 1.25 
million bags, which at present prices 
would bring over $120 million; the pre- 
vious crop was 964,960 bags valued at 
$96 million. Efforts are being made to 
improve the yield with better methods 
of cultivation, greater use of fertilizers, 
and high-pressure {irrigation systems. 

The soluable coffee plant which be- 
gan operation March 17, 1956, has 
proyed so successful that plans are 
underway for expansion. On behalf of 
this plant, the Salvadoran Government 
has petitioned the United States, so far 
unsuccessfully, to admit soluable coffee 
into this country duty free as “coffee” 
according to the 1937 Reciprocal Trade 
Treaty, rather than as an “essence of 
coffee,” which is dutiable at $0.03 a 
pound, 

The 1956-57 cotton crop is expected 
to be about 110,000 bales, or about 
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22,000 bales less than the previous sea- 
son owing to a 16 percent reduction in 
acreage. 


The gross national product in 1956 
was calculated at $482 million, com- 
pared with $440 million in 1955. 

A decrease in acreage planted brought 
smaller crops of all basic foodstuffs for 
1955-56. Production in the 1956-57 sea- 
son is expected to be higher, except for 
rice and beans. Improved farming prac- 
tices and unusually favorable weather 
should raise corn: and grain sorghum 
production to 188,000 and 110,000 metric 
tons respectively in 1956-57, as against 
about 152,000 and 104,000 metric tons 
in 1955-56. 

Unfavorable weather in some areas 
and some damage by rats is expected to 
reduce the 1956-57 rice crop to around 
16,100 metric tons, compared with 19,- 
100 metric tons for 1955-56. Since wet 
weather delayed planting of the bean 
crop, the 1956-57 harvest is expected to 
be around 26,000 metric tons, compared 
with almost 28,000 metric tons for 
1955-56. Wheat production is small in 
El Salvador and should be about the 
same in 1956-57 as in 1955-56—about 
55 metric tons. Estimates of the 1956-57 
sugar production are 39,000 metric tons 
of semirefined sugar and 23,000 metric 
tons of panela, as against 36,000 and 
23,000 metric tons respectively in 
1955-56. 

A contract was signed for construc- 
tion of a 206-room hotel in San Salva- 
dor, and several new industrial plants 
were opened or under construction in 
1956, including a $4-million cotton- 
spinning and weaving mill, a tire re- 
capping plant, a $200,000 paint-mixi 
factory, a $200,000 plastics pilot plant, 
a small gold and silver mine, a sugar 
refinery with a daily capacity of 150 
tons, a $200,000 milk-pasteurizing plant, 
and a petroleum storage installation at 
La Union. 

The 1955 construction boom slack- 
ened in 1956; the value of new con- 
struction through July was only 45 
percent of that in the comparable pe- 
riod in 1955. 


Power Consumption Rises ¥* 


Electric power consumption in 1956 
increased 16 percent over 1955. The 
addition of Lake Guija Dam, which was 
finished in 1956, and two new generat- 
ing plants between this dam and the 
Rio Lempa hydroelectric plant which 
opened in 1954, will add 40,000 kilo- 
watts to the country’s generating ca- 





lrish International 
Trade Deficit Down 


The Irish international trade defie); 
declined almost £21 million in | 
from £94 million in 1955 to £73.5 mi. 
lion in 1956. 


Imports and exports, including reex. 
ports, amounted to £181 million ang 
£107.5 million, respectively, in 1956, 
while corresponding trade figures for 
the preceding year were £204.3 million 
and £110.3 million. 

The reduction in the trade deficit 
was Owing principally to the restrictive 
effect of the heavy special import levies 
placed on many imports in March and 
July. If the levies are maintained in. 
1957, they could wipe out the unfayor. 
able balance of trade. A balancing at 
that level, however, represents stabilj- 
zation of the Irish economy at a d& 
pressed level, because exports not only 
failed to improve, but fell almost % 
million in 1956. 


Price movements also operated to 
widen the trade gap and Ireland’s terms 
of international trade worsened mark- 
edly. Through October 1956, import 
prices increased 2.3 percent and export 
prices dropped 6.3 percent. 





pacity, bringing total capacity to 85,000 
kilowatts which it is hoped will be ade- 
quate through 1964. 

Motor vehicle registration was esti- 
mated at 10 percent above 1955. Pavy- 
ing of the Inter-American Highway 
was completed and plans were laid for 
the construction of another highway 
following the coastal plain, but no new 
mileage was added to the 750 miles of 
all-weather road in the country, The 
tonnage of rail freight declined about 
one-seventh from the preceding year, 
while the three seaports handled about 
the same cargo as in 1955. The tonnage 
of air freight imports for the first 8 
months was 17 percent above that fort 
the like period in 1955, while exports 
by air declined 48 percent. 

The Salvadoran Production Develop- 
ment Institute, INSAFOP, inaugurated 
in June 1956, met with a great deal of 
criticism from private business circles. 
After President Lemus took office in 
September, INSAFOP’s funds were 
sharply reduced, and at the year’s end 
the institute’s president and its mam 
ager resigned. 

El Salvador’s international position 
continued strong. Central Bank reserves 
of gold and foreign exchange on De™ 
cember 31, 1956, were. seasonally low 
at $39 million; average holdings for 
1956 were $46 million, as against $51-~ 
million for 1955 and $51 million for 
1954. 

The national budget for 1956, as” 
amended, Was $68.4 million, a much © 
higher figure than the $57 million orig- 
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United States Trade 
With Iran Expands 


Expansion of U. S. trade with Iran 
since settlement of the oil crisis in 
1954 continued through the latter half 
of 1956. 

Imports from Iran of $22.2 million 
in the last half of the year brought 
total Imports for 1956 from that coun- 
try to a record high of $41.5 million, 





wn 
This summary on Iran should have 
preceded the one on Iraq which ap- 
peared as a part of the BFC summary 
of the current situation in the Near 
fastern area, in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 8, page 20. 


preverees “ 
The previous high year was 1951 when 
imports amounted to $34.6 million. 

U. S. exports of $43.1 million in the 
last half of 1956 and the $33.4 million 
in the first half added up to the second 
best year on record. Exports to Iran in 





| 1956 were 43 percent above 1955, while 


imports from that country were 24 per- 


| cent higher. 


According to Iranian statistics, the 
leading sup- 
plier of Iranian imports and the sec- 
ond largest buyer of Iranian products. 
Imports into Iran during the first 
half of the Iranian year 1335, that is 
March 21-September 22, 1956, amounted 
to $117 million. West Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Japan, and_ the 
USS.R. followed the United States as 
principal suppliers. Total exports for 
the period were $42 million. Exports, 
however, do not include crude or re- 
fined petroleum marketed by the Con- 
sortium operating Iran’s oil industry 
from which Iran received $146 million 
in sterling in 1956 in the form of in- 
come tax and other payments. Iran’s 
chief customer was the Soviet Union 
followed by the United States and 
West Germany. 


Trade Prospects Good 

Trade prospects for 1957 appear good 
since foreign-exchange reserves are 
sufficient to meet ordinary needs. 
Moreover, it is expected that, because 
of its favorable exchange position, the 
Government will liberalize import quota 
regulations for the year which began 
March 21, 1957, including restoration 
of some prohibited imports to the eligi- 
ble import lists. Although there has 
been an adequate supply of imported 
g0eds on the market during the last 
6 months, inventories undoubtedly have 
declined during the Suez crisis and 
should be replenished when the Canal 
is reopened. In general, the effects on 
Iran of the closing of the Suez Canal 
Were slight and did no significant harm 
to the economy (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 4, p. 3). 


The outlook for trade in pharma- 
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Greek Imports Reach Alltime High; 
Exports in Usual Seasonal Decline 


Imports into Greece reached an alltime high of $47.3 million (pay- 


ments basis) in February. 


For January and February, imports of $88.5 million were slightly 
above those of $82.7 million for the comparable period of 1956. Exports 
declined seasonally in February and amounted to $19.3 million, com- 


pared with $29.1 million in January. 
However, exports for the 2 months were 
25 percent above those for the like 
period in 1956. 

The increase in imports was more 
than offset by the substantially larger 
volume of exports plus an increase in 
net invisible earnings so that the bal- 
ance-of-payments deficit was signifi- 
cantly smaller than in 1956. Payments 
for the 2 months totaled $99.1 million 
($88.5 million for imports and $10.6 mil- 
lion for invisibles) and receipts $84.8 
million (48.4 million for exports and 
$36.4 million for invisibles and capital 
operations), resulting in a deficit of 
$14.3 million, which was covered by 
$10.8 million of U. S.*aid and by a de- 
crease of $3.4 million in foreign ex- 
change reserves. The comparable deficit 
for the comparable period of 1956 was 
$23.7 million. At the end of February 
Greece’s gold and foreign exchange re- 
serves amounted to $196 million. 


Additional Controls Studied 


The steadily growing volume of im- 
ports since July 1956 has reawakened 
the Government’s fears that the coun- 
try’s foreign exchange reserves might 
be dissipated if additional controls are 
not instituted. In view of the Gov- 
ernment’s reiterated disinclination to 
revive quantitative restrictions, local 
businessmen and economists feel rea- 
sonably sure that any new measures 
which might be instituted would be 
limited to administrative and procedural 
controls after the pattern of the regula- 





ceuticals, however, is somewhat un- 
certain because of restrictions imposed 
on January 9 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Feb. 25, p. 7). 


The development program, calling 
for @xpenditures of over $1 billion in 
the 7-year period which began Septem- 
ber 24, 1955, continues to move slowly. 
Though numerous contracts for basic 
development projects have been let, 
progress has been confined mostly to 
completion of plans and surveys. A 
loan of $75 million obtained from the 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development will enable the Plan 
Organization to meet expenditures 
which, in the early years of the plan, 
will be heavier than revenues from oil. 
The loan will be repaid in later years 
when revenues exceeded expenditures 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Feb. 4, 
p. 6). 





tions promulgated in February 1955 and 
October 1956. 

Following the January lull, exports 
of cotton were resumed and by the end 
of February a total of 28,500 metric 
tons, 112,000 bales, were exported—in- 
cluding 22,000 tons to France, 1,700 
tons to Italy, and 2,000 tons to Yugo- 
slavia. In view of the excellent quality 
of this year’s crop, buying interest con- 
tinues unabated at prices ranging be- 
tween $760 and $770 a metric ton 
f. o. b. Greek ports. It is expected that 
before the season is over the market 
will be completely sold out. 

As a result of high prices for local 
cotton and farmers’ reluctance to sell, 
the leading Greek cotton textile mill of 
Piraiki-Patraiki bought 8,000 bales of 
American cotton for delivery from 
March to July 1957. Efforts were con- 
tinued, so far without success, to induce 
the Greek Government to remove the 
import duty on raw cotton. 

Tobacco exports in the first 8 months 
—July-February—of the 1956-57 export 
season totaled 51,900 tons, compared 
with 46,700 tons in the comparable pe- 
riod last year. Soviet Russia has pur- 
chased 3,500 tons of tobacco under the 
trade agreement signed in Moscow in 
January, gnd negotiations are in prog- 
ress for an additional 1,500 tons. Pros- 
pects are good that the Soviet Union 
will buy its full quota of 6,500 tons un- 
der the agreement. 

Citrus fruit exports to the end of 
February amounted to 35,000 metric 
tons, largely to East and West Ger- 
many, Czechoslovakia, and Soviet Rus- 
sia. Exports of currants have been lag- 
ging in relation to this year’s bumper 
crop of 90,000 tons and the Government 
is now faced with the serious problem 
of having to buy up some 25,000 tons 
of fruit at the support price of 8 drach- 
mae per oka ($0.27 per 2.8 pounds) 
established earlier in the season (30 
drachmae = US$1). 


Industrial Activity Down 

Industrial activity in January was 
15 percent lower than in December, 
according to the Federation of Greek 
Industries, Total production in 1956 for 
all branches of industry, excluding min- 
ing and electric power, was only 13 
percent higher than in 1955. An upward 
turn in production and employment 
was noted in certain branches of indus- 
try in February. 

A year-end report on the number of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Panamanian President Empowered 
To Carry Out Economic Projects 


The Panamanian National Assembly, before closing January 30, 
assured further economic development by approving 72 laws and dele- 
gating special powers to the President to carry out specific projects 


during its recess. 


On the basis of special powers granted, the President is expected to 


negotiate a contract for installation of 
a modern telecommunication system 
for the Republic, to create a housing 
agency, and to extend studies on the 
proposed aqueduct incorporating con- 
struction of a hydroelectric plant for 
production of cheap power for Panama 
City suburbs. 


Among the laws passed by the As- 
sembly was a new law for development 
of production, which represents a codi- 
fication of prior statutes aimed at en- 
couraging industrial development in 
Panama. 

Both lotal and foreign capital will 
continue to be eligible for import duty 
exemptions and for tariff protection if 
they qualify under the statute. 


Tariffs May Be Changed 

The President requested and was 
granted special power to modify the 
import tariff schedule and export taxes 
to stimulate production and give better 
facilities to commerce. Imports of 
powdered milk were placed under quota 
to assure a market for the local prod- 
uct. Only those feed concentrates con- 
sisting of materials not produced in 
Panama now will be granted duty 
exemption to stimulate the use of na- 
tional production. Imports of -coconut 
oil, crude or refined and derivatives 
thereof, were prohibited as a safeguard 
for the local industry which is required 
by law to pay $225 a ton for copra. 

Public works valued at $7 million will 
be carried out in 1957, the President 
stated, He also indicated that if fi- 
nancing for the aqueduct and sewerage 
projects could be obtained from the 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development or U. S. sources, na- 
tional funds would be used for addi- 
tional public works. 


The National Assembly approved two 
new bond issues of $2 million each and 
a $500,000 subsidy for the Colon Free 
Zone. One issue, the Colon Public 
Works Bonds, will be used to finance a 
radio-telegraphic system for Atlantic 
coastal towns, a road to Portobelo, 
schools, and sanitary works. The second 
bond issue will be used to finance school 
construction in Panama City with re- 
payment to be shared equally by the 
State and the municipality. The Admin- 
istration requested authorization to as- 
sess property improved by a public- 
works project for the estimated cost of 
the work plus 10 percent. 

Rulings. announced jointly by the 
Minister of Finance and the Comptrol- 





ler General indicate that a sincere effort 
will be made to keep Government spend- 
ing within revenues. No overdrafts of 
the budget will be permitted and au- 
thorizations of supplemental expendi- 
tures must indicate source of payment. 
All purchases by Government entities 
will be checked as to need, price, and 
quality before payment is authorized. 
The Government also has intensified its 
efforts to collect unpaid internal taxes. 


Unemployment Rises 

The new year opened with a sub- 
stantial increase in unemployment be- 
cause of cutbacks in Canal Zone opera- 
tions and a reduction in force by the 
Panamanian Government. Some work- 
ers have obtained jobs on several public- 
works projects initiated in January. 


The full impact of the entrance of 
non-U. S. citizen Canal Zone workers 
in the Panamanian market at the 
beginning of the year as a result of 
losing their commissary privileges has 
not been felt as yet. The press has 
brought to the public’s attention the 
substantial differences between Canal 
Zone and Panama prices of some basic 
consumer items, On imported articles, 
such as cooking and salad oils, soap 
flakes and detergents, the effect of 
protectionist duties on the consumer is 
apparent. 


The announced increase in VU. S. 
freight rates has aroused serious dis- 
cussion as to its effect on cost of living 
and the continued development of the 
Free Zone and of possible measures for 
offsetting continuous increases. Con- 
sideration was being given to the organ- 
ization of a national shipping company 
which would start operations with 
several small freighters and gradually 
build up the fleet. A problem of cargo 
for the return trip would then arisé. 

Some 39 ships with 524,200 gross 
tonnage reportedly are being built for 
Panmanian registry. This increase will 
move Panama into eighth place among 


. world merchant fleets. Nineteen of the 


vessels are tankers with a total of 
387,500 tonnage. None of the ships is 
Panamanian owned. The trend for big- 
ger ships is affecting the capacity of the 
Panama Canal. Some ships because of 
their size or cargo not permitted to 
pass an oncoming ship in Gaillard cut, 
thus limiting the number of transists. 

The Industrial Development Center 
has announced that the International 
House of New Orleans is in a position 


a, 


to offer 3-year loans in amounts 

ing $300,000 at 6% percent interes, 
Such loans must have a U. §, bank 
guaranty unless the two parties nego. 
tiate other satisfactory terms, 

New construction in Panama City i 
1956 was valued at $9,695,853, 
above the 1955 level. Requests fg 
building permits in January execeedes 
$1.3 million in value. Panamanian gop, 
tractors also obtained a number gf 
Canal Zone construction and mainte 
nance contracts. 

Two new housing companies ‘hay 
been organized. U. S. capital obtaing 
a contract to establish a constructig, 
plant for prefabricated houses for gal 
in Panama and for export. One-bedroom 
houses will cost about $925 and 3-be. 
room houses are expected to sell fg 
$2,300. A new home-loan firm start 
operations on January 21, providing y 
new credit medium for low-cost 

The problem of surplus production i; 
beef and fresh milk continued to domi. 
nate the agricultural picture in Jan. 
ary. Some 260 steers of the 104 
authorized for export moved out in th 
first shipment to Curacao, Panam 
hopes to place at least 2,000 head in this 
market in 1957. Panama Canal @& 
entered the local market with its first 
purchase of beef, fore and hind quan 
ters, at the National Abattoir, Upm 
completion of an _ existing contract 
Canal Co. will obtain all purchases ¢ 
local meat from the abattoir. Th 
Government, in a move to protect pub 
lic health and to facilitate export of 
meat, has established regulations for 
inspection and handling of meat. Stock 
men have requested the Government to 
subsidize beef exports. 

Butter Production Considered 

The Government is considering local 
manufacture of butter as a solution to 
the milk surplus problem. The Chiriqu 
powdered-milk plant has indicated thi 
with the 1957 surplus, estimated at 1§ 
million liters, it could produce 12% per 
cent of the country’s butter need 
Within 4 years the company expe 
some 4 million liters of milk to® 
available for production of 33 percent 
of Panama’s butter requirement 
Skimmed milk would be produced as4 
byproduct. The company stated that its 
plant has all the necessary equipment 
and would continue to pay $0.08 a lite 
for fresh milk. 

The Nestle company, located in th 
center of the milk producing area, hia 
notified the Government that it coull 
absorb the milk surplus in productia 
of butter and skimmed milk, but would 
need 3 to 4 months to install necessary 
equipment. The Government would ® 
expected to exercise adequate contrd 
over imports to assure a market ft 
the local butter. In the last 15 days @ 
January some 74,000 liters of milk wet 
sent by Nestle in precondensed form @ 
Chiriqui for processing as milk powdet 

United Fruit Co. has brought sper 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Imports... 
(Continued from page 7) 


tions filed and approvals granted 
under Greece's Foreign Investment Law 
of 1953 reveals only limited progress 
jn this important field. Of the 100 ap- 
plications representing $62.5 million 
which were received by the Greek Min- 
of Coordination as of December 31, 
only 52, totaling $32.7 million, were ap- 
Furthermore, while 38 of these 
applications totaling $26.2 million were 
being implemented, the actual inflow 
of capital in the form of cash, equip- 
ment, and supplies amounted to not 
more than $4.9 million. 

Applications for short-term financing 
(minimum 6 months) under the law 
totaled 63 ($15.3 million) with 30 appli- 
eations involving $9.5 million in process 
of implementation. Actual capital im- 

in this category through 1956 to- 
taled $88 million reflecting a much 
higher degree of realization than in 
the case of long-term investments. 

To create a capital market to finance 
Greek industries, the Governor of the 
Bank of Greece late in February pro- 
posed legislation which would permit 
the issuance of long-term industrial 
bonds valorized in terms of gold, for- 
eign exchange, or a specific product, 
bearing tax-free interest at a rate of 
not more than 12 percent per annum. 
The proposed plan's objective is to di- 
yert capital away from nonproductive 
investments—such as gold and real 
estate—to development projects which 
in turn would help to solve Greece's 
impending balance-of-payments prob- 
lem. The attitude of business, as re- 
flected in press comments, although 
sympathetic, has heen somewhat skep- 
tical. 

Budget Balances 

For the first time since the war, the 
regular budget presented to Parliament 
on February 15 was balanced without 
foreign aid, In fiscal (also calendar) 
year 1957 expenditures and receipts are 
matched at 11,025 million drachmae, or 
$367,500,000. No new taxes were intro- 
duced but increased revenue is antici- 
pated from better enforcement of exist- 
ing taxes. 

The Public Investment Section of the 
budget comprises a program of 1,900 
million drachmae, or $63 million, to be 
financed largely by U. S. aid-generated 
counterpart funds. However, full imple- 
mentation of this program does not 
appear likely since implementation has 
never exceeded 70 percent in the past. 

Extremely dry and _ unseasonably 
warm weather in February threatened 
serious damage to winter crops. Rains 
and lower temperatures combined with 
some snowfall early in March, however, 
averted the danger of a major setback 
in farm production. Final estimates 
Place the 1956-57 grain acreage at 
slightly more than 15 million strem- 
mata, or 3.8 million acres, or about the 
Same as in 1955-56. 

Tobacco buying at the farm level was 


April 15, 1957 


Austrian industries 
In Need of Capital 


The nationalized Austrian industries, 
especially those in the eastern part of 
the country, are in need of new capi- 
tal, the Austrian Chancellor has stated. 
He said that the obsolete plants in the 
area of former Soviet control must be 
brought up to modern technical stand- 
ards, while the relatively advanced en- 
terprises in the rest of Austria must 
continue to invest in order to main- 
tain their competitive position in in- 
ternational markets. 

The Chancellor proposed that the 
two coalition parties of the Govern- 
ment agree on a long-range program 
under which the profitable firms would 
tap the capital market for new funds, 
while the Government’s share of their 
dividends would be transferred to the 
former Soviet Zone firms in the form 
of long-term credits. To facilitate the 
raising of capital, the nationalized en- 
terprises would be operated on a busi- 
ness-like basis and the taxation of divi- 
dends would be substantially lightened. 
—U. S. Embassy, Vienna. 





brisk throughout February and by 
March 4, 1957, purchases of the 1956 
crop totaled about 32,600 metric tons, 
compared with 15,000 tons for the same 
period a year earlier. Prices paid to 
farmers have averaged about 21 per- 
cent higher than last year owing to bet- 
ter quality and to the prospect of a 
more active export demand. 

The Government did not let up in its 
efforts to hold the price line. The sus- 
tained high level of imports acted as a 
strong stabilizing factor. As the pres- 
sure of the Middle East crisis on both 
freight rates and prices of basic com- 
modities diminished, the Price Control 
Committee in Athens reported a taper- 
ing off in the business community de- 
mands for upward price readjustments. 
The wholesale and retail price indices 
and the cost-of-living index compiled 
by the Bank of Greece recorded frac- 
tional declines in the month of 0.3 to 
0.4 percent. 


Bank Deposits Expand 


Currency in circulation at the end of 
February totaled 5,630 million drach- 
mae, 10.5 percent below the level at the 
end of 1956. The decline was largely 
seasonal, Private bank deposits expand- 
ed in January and February, and at the 
end of February were 9 percent above 
the 1956 year-end level of 5,187 million 
drachmae. Concurrently, central bank 
credit contracted with the seasonal re- 
payment of advances to tobacco ex- 
porters. Commercial bank balances with 
the Bank of Greece (Central Bank) in- 
creased sharply in January and Feb- 
ruary, suggesting inability of commer- 
cial banks to fully utilize their avail- 
able resources.—U. S. Embassy, Athens. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


German Pension Increase 
Helps Purchasing Power 


The revision of social insurance pen- 
sions under the German Pensions Re- 
form Act is expected’ by the~ German 
economic press to result in a strong in- 
crease in domestic German purchasing 
power and a correspondingly large con- 
sumption growth in April and May, 

German pensioners will not only re- 
ceive the first higher monthly pensions 
in these 2 months, but also back pay- 
ments for pension increases retroactive 
to January 1, 1957.. These payments 
are expected to result in an additional 
income for pensioners in April and May 
of about 1.5 billion German marks (4.2 
German marks=US$1). 

While noting the probability that 
this additional income of pensioners in 
April-May may not go entirely or im- 
mediately into increased consumption, 
and taking into account the reduced 
purchasing power of wage and salary 
earners who will make additional con- 
tributions of -abdut 120 million marks to 
the compulsory social insurance fund, 
the German economic press anticipates 
a significant increase in consumption, 
especially in the foodstuffs, textile, and 
household goods sectors. As the in- 
creased purchasing power of pensioners 
will coincide with the Easter upswing 
in retail sales, intensified pressure for 
price increases is expected, which will 
work against the Government's contin- 
uing efforts to keep prices stable.—U, 8. 
Embassy, Bonn. 





Belgian Corporate Profits 
Show 20-Percent Increase 


Belgian corporate profits before taxes 
totaled approximately 30 billion francs 
in 1956, an increase of about 20 percent 
above the preceding year (1 franc= 
$0.02). 

Of the 30 billion francs in net profits, 
19.6 billion francs were earned by firms 
operating in Belgium, 9.1 billion francs 
by firms established in the Belgian 
Congo, and 1.2 billion francs by firms 
operating in other areas abroad. 

Profits in the textile and metalwork- 
ing fields remained the same as in 1955 
but profits of metals firms rose sharply. 
Coal mines’ profits increased by about 
50 percent, and electric utilities and the 
chemical industry registered only small 
increases over 1955. Banks and insur- 
ance companies showed gains over 1955 
of about 25 percent and 16 percent re- 
spectively —U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 





Ceylon’s copra exports in January- 
September 1956 increased 8 percent 
from the corresponding period of 1955, 
while coconut-oil exports decreased 4 
percent, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 
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Saudi Arabia Lowers Import Duties 
On Essentials, Raises Other Rates 


Saudi Arabia in amending its customs tariff, which became effec- 
tive November 26, in general increased its duties on nonessential items 
and reduced or abolished those on essentials. 

This action, taken under decree No. 29-2-1-574, dated October 19, 
1956, modified various tariff items in such a way as to reduce, increase, 


or retain the same rate of duty for sub- 
items within the general item. 


Tariff items affected by the changes; 
their new duties in qirshs per net kilo- 
gram, unless otherwise stated, or per- 
cent ad valorem; and former rates, in 
parentheses, are as follows (11 girsh=1 
riyal; 3.75 riyals=US$1 at the official 
rate of exchange): 


1.07. Milk, fresh, dried, condensed or pow- 
dered, sweetened or unsweetened, exempt (10 
percent). 

1.08. Other kinds of cheese, 6 (15 percent). 

1.10. Butter, 5 (15 percent); natural ghee 
(clarified butter) 5 (4 qirsh); artificial ghee, 
2 (same): sesame oil, 1 (same); cottonseed 
oil, 1 (same): olive oil, 4 (same); coconut oil, 
2 (20 percent). 

1.11. Natural honey, 5 (20 percent): artifi- 
cial honey, 2 (20 percent); sugarcane syrup, 
50 per 100 kilogram (10 percent). 

1.12. Vegetables, fresh, frozen or unfrozen, 
a onions and garlic, exempt (10 per- 
cent). 


1.14. Olives, in sealé@ containers, whether 
stuffed or not, 20 percent (same); olives of 
all kinds, whether in barrels or unsealed con- 
tainers, 2 (3 qirsh). 

1.16. Fruits, fresh, frozen or unfrozen, 
exempt (10 ooo age 

1.22. Tea, black, however packed, 6 (same); 


green tea, 5 rT qirsh). 
1.23. Rice, wheat, flour, millet, chick 
oan corn, and barley, exempt (various). 
1.27. French beans, green peas, strin 
beans, dried lentils, dried kidney beans, drie 
peas, sesame seed, and whole chick peas, 
exempt (various). 


1.28. ee. unrefined, exempt (100 per 100 
kilogram sugar, refined, 100 (100 per 100 
kilograms). 

.29. Chocolate candy, 18, including wrap- 

r (10 gqirsh): confectionery of all other 

inds, 5, including wrapper (5 qirsh). 

1.32. Tahinah (sesame seed oil), 2 (3 qirsh). 

1.33. Vinegar, 1 (2 qirsh). 

1.34 Bran, date pits, sesame cake, hay, 
fodder, and other food for animals, exempt 


(5 percent). 

2.02. Medical gauze, surgical™bandages, ad- 
hesive plaster, other categories such as medi- 
eal cotton, water bags, syringes, head caps, 
hernial straps, etc., exempt (exempt). 

2.04. X-ray films, 15 percent (30 percent). 

3.02. Thread, yarn, ribbon, cloth, clothing, 
and all other kinds of textiles, n. e. s.: all of 
the above if partly or entirely made of silk— 
natural or artificial—and the kinds that are 
partly or entirely woven with metallic thread, 
40 percent (20 percent). 

. Thread, yarn, ribbon, cloth, new cloth- 

in and all other kinds of textiles, n. e. s., if 

partly or entirely made of wool—even when 

nixed with natural or artificial silk—40 per- 
cent (20 percent). 

3.08. Woolen yarn for aba, exempt (20 per- 
cent); woolen clothes, readymade and used, 
20 percent (same). 

3.04. Coarse cotton cloth (Dut) of the kind 
used for clothin (not bleached, printed, 
dyed, or striped), 2 (5 percent); coarse cotton 
cloth and canvas of the kind usually used for 
sails, tents, awnings, etc., 5 (same). 

3.06. All the following, if made entirely of 
cotton, whether bleached, dyed, striped, 
pfinted, or satin finish: (a) calico, cloth for 


ordinary women’s clothes (zuphair, black 
voile, broadcloth, black and colored sateen, 
red Calico, etc.), 10 (15 percent): (b) Po lin, 
voile, — and other kinds of oth, 
a. 1 8.. Sg (15 percent). 

3.06. Threa yarn, ribbon, clothing, velve- 


teen textiles, and all other kinds of textiles, 
n. e. s. if made entirely of cotton, 20 percent 
(15 percent). 


3.08. Ribbon, cloth, clothing, and all other 
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kinds of textiles which are embroidered, hem- 


stitched or decorated in any other way, 
whether by hand (needlework) or by em- 
broidering machine, regardless of the ma- 
terial, 40 percent (30 percent). 

3.09. All kinds of fabrics partly or entirely 
raised (velveteen) with the exception of 
towels, and the items made of or cut from 


these fabrics, including tablecloths and the 
like, whether partly or entirely made of nat- 
ural or artificial silk, or of wool.mixed with 
such material, 40 percent (25 percent). 

3.10. Lace ribbon, lace fabrics, and lace 
articles, regardless of materials, even if 
woven with metallic thread, 40 percent (25 
percent). 

3.11. Pilgrim garb, 
hand towels, 18 (11 ‘qirsh). 

3.12. All kinds of readymade tents and tar- 
paulins, and their fittings, regardless of ma- 
terials, 13 (15 percent). 

3.13. (a) Velveteen blankets made of natural 
or artificial silk, 110 per blanket (15 percent); 
(b) woolen or mixed blankets, 22 per blanket 
(15 percent): (c) artificial silk blankets, 13 
ye blanket (15 percent); (d) cotton blankets, 

er blanket (15 percent). 


and cotton bath and 


14. Prayer rugs without pictures except 
pictures of the two Holy Mosques, made of 
artificial silk and of sizes not exceeding 85 
em. x 125 cm., 13 per rug (10 percent); other 
kinds of prayer rugs regardless of material 
of which they are made, 30 percent (10 per- 
cent). 

3.16. Rugs, carpets, spreads, prayer rugs 
and mats made of silk, wool, or a mixture of 
silk and wool (fluffy surface is to be con- 
sidered material of which the rugs, spreads, 
carpets, or prayer rugs are made regardless 
of material constituting the bottom surface), 
30 percent (25 percent). 

3.17. Tapestries, regardless of material, 40 
percent (20 percent). 

3.18. All textiles and fabrics n. e. s. regard- 
less of materials, 25 percent (15 percent). 

4.04. Commercial ledgers, notebooks, enve- 
lopes, calendars, invoice forms, checkbooks, 
and diaries, imported, plain or printed, and 
all other commercial printed matter, 25 per- 
cent (15 pesos. 

4.05. Calling cards, greeting cards, and invi- 
tation cards, and accompanying envelopes, 
whether plain, printed, embossed, or deco- 
rated in any way, 25 percent (20 percent). 

4.06. Paper handkerchiefs and paper nap- 
kins, whether sterilized, wrapped in wrap- 
pers, or treated with another substance, and 
photograph albums and paper frames, 25 per- 
cent (same). 

4.07. (a) Blank stationery, 
ton gross (1U percent); 
140 per metric ton 

rinted stationery, 


375 per metric 
(b) old newspapers, 
gross (10 percent): (c) 
4 (10 percent); (d) paper 
ags, plain or printed, 6 (10 percent). 

4.10. Blotting paper, carbon paper, file fold- 
ers, binding paper, all paper and cardboard, 
and all other kinds of cardboard, n. e. s., 25 
percent (15 percent). 

5.01. (a) Gypsum, 120 per metric ton gross 
(10 percent); (b) lime, 75 per metric ton 
gross (10 percent); (c) cement, 90 per metric 


ton gross (10 percent); (d) colored cement, 
480 per metric ton gross (10 percent). 

5.02. Wood of all kinds, n. e. s., 484 per 
metric ton ~~ (10 percent). 

5.03. (a) lywood, 1,100 per metric ton 
gross (15 percent); (b) veneer, 10 (15 per- 
cent). 

5.04. Pressed boards of sawdust or other 
fibers, 1,100 per metric ton net (15 percent). 

5.05. Doors, windows, wooden shutters, var- 
ious wooden frames for windows and doors, 
turned wood for railings: all the mee gr | 


with or without metal fittings, 30 percent ( 
percent). 
5.06. Prefabricated houses, regardless of 


material of, 30 percent 
6.08. (a) iron 


(25 percent) 
or steel beams, rods, 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Austria To Liberalize 
More Dollar Imports 


The Austrian authorities are 
preparing a further extension of 
the list of goods which may be 
imported from the United States 
and Canada without quantitative 
restrictions. 

The rate of dollar import lib. 
eralization, which was raised ijn 
1956 from 8 to 40 percent of im. 
ports from the dollar area (For. 
eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 15, 
1956, p. 7) is to be increased fur. 
ther to bring it into closer aline. 
ment with the liberalization of 
imports from the Western Euro- 
pean currency area.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Vienna. 











Oil Ration Increased 
In United Kingdom 


Britain’s basic gasoline ration will be 
increased by 50 percent for the next 
rationing period beginning April 17, 
giving motorists the equivalent of 30 
miles a month, the Government has an 
nounced. 


Rationing of derivative fuel and cuts 
in gas and diesel oil were to end on 
April 1, and on the same date the 3 
percent cut in fuel oil used for space 
and water heating was to be reduced to 
10 percent. Supplementary gasoline al 
lowances also were intreased. 

That stocks might be accumulated 
for next winter the restriction on fuel 
oil apart from the cut reduction would 
remain in force for the present, and oil 
companies have agreed to limit sales of 
derivative fuel and gas and diesel oil to 
consumers’ current needs. 

The relaxation of rationing has been 
made possible by supplies procured at 
higher cost, which is reflected in an it- 


crease of 1 pence, or US$0.0116, a gallon 


in the retail price of gasoline and small 
increases in wholesale prices of other 
petroleum products.—U, S. Embassy, 
London. 


Ceylon Increases Tea Tax 


Ceylon’s “tea propaganda” cess, of 
export tax, has been increased from 1.70 
rupees to 2.20 rupees per 100 pounds 

The export duty of 65 rupees pe 
100 pounds and other miscellaneous 
cesses totaling 0.85 rupee per 100 pounds 
remain unchanged (1 rupee =US$0.21). 

Proceeds of the tea propaganda cess, 
which went into effect on February 
22, are used for sales promotion and 
advertising of tea in foreign countries 

A large part of tea imported into the 
United States originates in Ceylon. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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New Zealand To License 
More Nondollar Vehicles 


A NZ£2 million increase in value of 
import licenses to be granted by New 
Zealand for import of nondollar motor 
yehieles in 1957 has been announced by 
its Minister of Industries and Com- 
merce. 

No additional licenses are to be grant- 
ed for import of vehicles from dollar 
sources, principally the United States 
and Canada. 

The additional allocation provides for 

import of 5,000 more cars this year, 
which would increase the total import 
allocation from 35,000 units to 40,000 
units and their value from NZ£14 to 
£16 million. About 2,000 units from the 
dollar area, chiefly Canada, are pro- 
vided for in the original 1957 licensing 
program. 

In 1956 a total of about 34,750 units 
yalued at between £14 and £15 million 
were imported into New Zealand. 

The Minister of Industries and Com- 
merce is reported to have said there is 
no doubt that the bulk of the new li- 
censes will be used for vehicles from the 
United Kingdom, but it is also possible 
that importers who have vehicles avail- 
able from Australia may elect to bring 
some of their additional supplies from 
that source, and that Continental vehi- 
cles also may benefit from the increased 
licensing provision. 

The Government, the Minister said, 
is doing everything possible within the 
limited funds available to ensure that 
the demand for new motorcar and com- 
mercial vehicles is reasonably satisfied. 
—U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 





Viet-Nam Puts Equalization 
Taxes on Consumer Imports 


The Viet-Namese Government has 
imposed equalization taxes ranging 
from 10 to 50 percent ad valorem on 
imported consumer goods. 

The action followed close upon the 
enactment of the production tax, levied 
at rates of from 15 percent to 35 per- 
cent on all imports (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Apr. 8, 1957, p. 5). The 
equalization taxes, which were decreed 
by the Minister of National Economy 
under apparently long-existing but 
largely unutilized powers, already have 
led to substantiald increases in prices of 
consumer products. Sugar prices are up 
15 percent and flour 50 percent, accord- 
ing to preliminary reports. 

The Government apparently is seek- 
ing to raise revenues for economic 
development, particularly industrializa- 
tion, by instituting new equalization 
taxes. 

Funds accuring under the levy will 
be managed outside the budget for this 


purpose.—U, §, Operation Mission, 
Saigon, 


April 15, 1957 
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United States Salton Not Affected by 


Philip 


4 
pine Exclusive Distributor Policy. aid 
= pins announced Philippine Central Bank po 


policy pA 2S 


special foreign exchange allocations to Filipino exclusive distributors 
should not affect existing relationships between U. S. exporters and their 


distributors in the Philippines, according to an authoritative interpre- 
tation obtained from the Central Bank. 


Called a “foreign exchange support” 
program, the policy is aimed at en- 
couraging greater participation by 
Filipinos in Philippine import trade. 
Issuance of the implementing regula- 
tions (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 
1, p. 7) had caused concern on the part 
of American exporters that if they did 
not already have an exclusive Filipino— 
or American—distributor in the Philip- 
pines, they should appoint one in order 
to guard against the danger of losing 
part of their Philippine market. 

The foreign exchange support pro- 
gram, it has now been learned, is to be 
limited only to “new” products (items 
not previously imported into the Philip- 
pines) and to new exclusive distributors 
who are appointed to handle the new 
products. 

There had been no doubt that Ameri- 
can exclusive distributors would be 
treated the same as Filipino distributors 
in terms of exchange allocations to be 
made under the support program, in 
view of the national treatment »ro- 
visions of the revised U. S.-Philippine 
Trade Agreement. The regulations, how- 
ever, seemed to imply that exporters 
with exclusive distributors in the Philip- 
pines who were neither Filipino nor 
American, and those with no exclusive 
distributors, would encounter difficulty 
in selling their goods. 

The Central Bank 
makes it clear that: 

@ The Central Bank regulations are 
not intended to affect in any way the 
existing relationships between American 
or Filipino or non-American alien ex- 
clusive distributors and their U. S. man- 
ufacturer/exporters. 

@ U. S. manufacturers and exporters 
would have nothing to gain by changing 
any existing exclusive distributorship 
arrangements they may now have, 
whether the existing exclusive distribu- 
tors are of American, Filipino, or any 
other nationality. 

@ Existing exclusive distributors, re- 
gardless of their nationality, would have 
nothing to gain in the way of increased 
exchange allocations by appointing, or 
having the U. S. manufacturer/exporter 
appoint Filipinos, Americans, or other 
aliens as additional co-exclusive distrib- 
utors by dividing up the sales territory 
for a particular product. 

@ The exchange support program will 
not affect existing legitimate indentors 
one way or another. 

@ Existing distributors, whether or 
not operating under exclusive arrange- 
ments, would not lose any part of their 
current or future exchange allocations 


interpretation 





as a result of the dollar amounts which 
might “be set aside to implement the 
exchange support program. This does: 
not, of course, preclude upward or 
downward’ revisions in present alloca- 
tions in conformity with regular Central 
Bank criteria. 

It is understood that the total: ex- 
change available for the support pro- 
gram probably will not exceed $1 mil- 
lion, which is a small amount for a 
country whose total imports come to 
over $% billion annually. There is also 
some question as to whether even this 
amount will actually be allocated in 
view of the present Philippine exchange 
reserve position. 

In light of the foregoing, it appears 
advisable for U. S. manufacturers and 
exporters to continue to export to the 
Philippines through their customary 
trade channels.—U. S. Embassy, Manila. 


Austrians May Extend 


Export Promotion Law 


A draft bill that would extend the 
Austrian Export Promotion Law after 
its expiration date on June 30, has been 
presented to the Austrian Parliament. 

The.original law, which was passed in 
1953 and twice extended, has as its main 
objective promotion of exports by means 
of rebates to exporters of part of the 
turnover, or sales, tax paid on goods 
in transactions before they are exported. 
Refunds amount to 0.5 percent of value 
of exports of raw materials, 15 per- 
cent of value of exports of semifinished 
goods, and 3.4 percent of value of fin- 
ished goods exports, A 6-percent refund 
is granted on exports of certain finished 
goods specifically listed in a category 
known as refund group 4. 

The new bill proposes to extend cer- 
tain provisions of the existing law until 
December 31, 1959, and to extend others 
indefinitely. The refund rate for finished 
goods listed in refund group 4 and re- 
funds for fee stamp costs would remain 
in effect for the temporary period. To 
be extended indefinitely would be export 
dealer refunds, which are granted only 
when delivery of goods to the exporter 
is subject to taxation; exemption from 
the turnover tax of any kind of process- 
ing for account of foreign customers; 
and the placing of punishment for fraud- 
ulent acceptance of export and export 
trader refunds within the competence 
of the law courts—U. S. Embassy, 
Vienna. 
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Viet-Nam Facilitates Export Of Rice 


The Government of Viet-Nam in or- 
der to facilitate resumption of rice ex- 
ports by private firms has instituted 
more liberal rules for conversion of for- 
eign exchange by rice exporters. 


Under the new rules, reimbursement 
of only 66 percent of rice exporters’ 
earnings from foreign transactions is re- 
quired at the official exchange rate, 
which is 35 piasters to US$1. For the 
remaining 34 percent of their earnings, 
exporters are permitted to convert their 
exchange earnings on the free’ market, 
presumably at the limited access mar- 
ket rate of about 75 piasters to the 
dollar. 


Shipments To Resume 


With the establishment of this incen- 
tive plan rice shipments from Viet- 
Nam are expected to be resumed on a 
significant scale after 1% years of 
interruption caused by poor harvests. 
The importance of Viet-Nam’s reentry 
into the international market is well 
illustrated by the quantity of rice and 
brokens exported from the country in 
1954, amounting to over 230,000 tons. 
Although many countries bought Viet- 
Namese rice, shipments in 1954 were 
directed largely to Japan and to France 
and the French Union. 

The Government's initial plans for 
resumption of shipments in 1957 call for 
exports to the French franc zone ex- 
clusively. Earlier in the year a total of 
50,000 tons was authorized for export in 
the first quarter, but current indica- 
tions are that only small quantities 
have as yet been shipped. 

Although announcements of actual 
shipments and future quotas still are 
awaited, the Viet-Namese resumption 
of exports is expected to curtail U. S. 





Costa Rica Eases Entry 
Of Merchandise Samples 


Entry into Costa Rica of Merchandise 
samples of value carried by commercial 
travelers has been eased. 

Under a new procedure established by 
the Ministry of Economy and Finance, 
salesmen are net required to make a 
cash deposit for import of samples of 
value provided a local custom broker 
guarantees payment of applicable legal 
duties if the samples are not taken out 
of the country within 30 days. 

Formerly, salesmen were required to 
make a cash deposit with the customs 
authorities in the amount of import 
duties applicable to the samples, and 
the deposit was returned to the sales- 
men on their departure from the coun- 
try with the samples. 

The new procedure should be noted 
in Department publication “Preparing 
Shipments to Costa Rica,”’ World Trade 
Information Service, part 2, No. 56-101, 
October 1956. 
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sales of rice to France and the French 
Union. In 1956 U. S. sales to the French 
frane zone, directed chiefly to French 
West Africia and Metropolitan France, 
amounted to over 50 million pounds of 
rice valued at more than $2.3 million. 
—U. S. Operations Mission, Saigon. 


Saudi Arabia ... 


(Continued from page 10) 


sheets, 550 per metric ton gross (10 percent); 
(b) iron rods for reinforced concrete, 800 per 
metric ton gross (10 percent). 

§.U9. All kinds of iron or steel nails, 760 
per metric ton, net (10 percent). 

5.10 All kinds of pipes, tubes, fittings, and 
parts, regardless of material: (a) plain iron 
pipes with fittings and parts, 1,200 per metric 
ton gross (10 percent); (b) galvanized pipes 
with fittings and parts, 2,000 per metric ton 
gross (10 percent); (c) lead pipes with fit- 
tings and parts, 1,425 per metric ton gross 





(10 percent); (d) pipes and tubes with fit- 
tings and parts made of other metals, 10 
percent (same) 

5.11. Corrugated iron doors for stores, 


shops, etc., and rods and fittings for them, 36 
per square meter, including fittings (20 per- 
cent). 

5.12. Sheets of plain or colored glass, 15 
percent (10 percent). 

5.15. (a) paint and “Duco” 
cent (20 percent): (b) 
immediate container (20 percent); (c) paint 
oil, 5, including immediate container (20 per- 
cent); (d) thinner, 6, including immediate 
container (20 percent). 

5.16. (a) keys, locks, hinges, and door and 
window fittings; wrought iron or steel for 
railings, windows an doors, 15 percent 
(same); (b) lavatory sets, bath tubs, washing 
tubs, eastern and western type toilet seats, 
douches and all other building materials, 20 
percent (15 percent). 

6.01. Additional inclusions in this item are: 
Machines and parts used in poultry and ani- 
mal breeding, exempt (exempt) 

6.05. Machines an arts when used for the 
establishment of national factories, exempt. 
(Note: This is a new tariff item). 

7.08. Watches and clocks of all kinds, watch 
straps and bracelets, all the foregoing and 
parts thereof, 30 percent (15 percent). 

7.04. Shirt studs and cuff links of all kinds, 
hair ornaments, powder boxes, vanity cases, 
handbags, purses, and jewel cases, 30 percent 
(15 percent) 

7.05. Jewels, ornaments, and jewelry of all 
kinds, whether of precious or nonprecious 
metals, and whether they include precious 
stones or nonprecious stones, and jewelry 
made of other nonmetallic substances, 
whether they are set with imitation stones or 
not, 20 percent (15 percent). 

7.06. All items not mentioned elsewhere, if 
entirely or partly made of gold, silver or 
platinum, 20 percent (15 percent). 

8.02. Cigarettes, cigars, cut tobacco, tobac- 
co leaf, together with immediate container or 
wrapper, 550, including immediate container 
or wrapper, (150 percent): tonbac (tobacco 
leaves for use in hubble-bubble pipe, 150 per- 
cent (same). 

9.01. Perfume essence, musk, 
and civet, 40 percent (30 percent). 

9.02. Eau de Cologne and other toilet wa- 
ters, 40 percent (30 percent) 

9.038. (a) dentifrice, toothbrushes and medi- 
cated talc powder, 30 percent (same): (b) 
cosmetics and toilet reparations such as 
beauty cream, lipstick, shampoo, shavin 
cream, nail polish, nail polish remover ant 
other | gy mee (with the exception of 
soap) for beautification or for cleansing of 
hair, skin, or nails, 40 reent (30 percent); 
(c) beauty powder of all kinds, even if col- 
ored, 40 percent (30 percent). 

9.04. Frankincense, incense-woods, includ- 
ing aloes-woods and incense preparations, 40 
percent (30 percent). 

9.06. Children’s toys, including items used 
for physical exercises or mental development, 
30 percent (same). 

9.06. Hunting guns, hunting cartridges, and 
athletic equipment of all kinds, with the ex- 
ception of fishing equipment, 40 percent (30 
percent). 

9.07. Photographic and 
ment and apparatus, 
graphs, 


paint, 26 per- 
varnish, 6, including 


ambergris, 


hotostatic equip- 
supplies, films, photo- 
and photographic plates (with the 


_— 





June 30 has been set by the 
Federal Republic of Germany as 
the new deadline for licensing 
import of certain rubber and as- 
bestos items from the dollar area, 

The deadline was originally an- 
nounced as March 31 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 4, 1957, 
page 6).—U. S. Embassy, Bonn, 











exception of X-Ray films), 


percent). 
9.08. (a) sound recorders, 2,365 each (% 
percent); (b) loud speakers, 40 percent (3% 


percent); (c) combination radio and gsoung 
recorders, 2,640 each (35 percent); (d) radios 
30 percent (20 percent); (e) automobile ra 
dios, whether installed or not, 1,155 each (9 
percent) 

9.09. Household or office furniture, n, ¢ @, 
30 percent (20 percent). 

9.10. (a) fans, irons, washing machines 
water heaters cooking stoves, shaving ma- 
chines, and all other similar appliances not 
mentioned elsewhere, 30 percent (same); () 
refrigerators, air-conditioners, heaters, yac 
uum cleaners, heating pads and toasters, @ 
percent (30 percent). 

9.11. Chandeliers, lusters, candlesticks, lamp 
shades, and lamp stands of any kind not 
mentioned elsewhere, 40 percent (30 percent), 

9.15. Fishing yarn, nets, threads, and 
hooks, exempt (10 percent). 

9.18. Pure alcohol, 60 (40 qirsh); denatured 
alcohol, 30 (40 qirsh). 


9.22. (a) bicycles, 132 each (15 percent); (b) 
children's bicycles, 55 of each (15 percent); 
(c) small cars of all kinds, 30 percent (15 per 
cent); ¢d) other kinds of cars, . motorcycles 
(with two, three, or four wheels), baby car- 
riages, airplanes, ships, launches, railroad 
engines, tugboats, boats, and all other means 
of transport, n. e. s., 20 percent (15 percent); 
(e) tractors, exempt (15 percent). 

9.23. Electric elevators, 
tubes (neon), electric generators, electric mo- 
tors, transformers, te agregn and telephone 
apparatus, dry and wet cell batteries, mag- 
netos, switches and panels (Tablun), insula- 
tors, fuses, meters, test meters, wires, insw 
lated electric cables, plugs, adapters, and all 
other electric apparatus used 
purposes, n. e. s., 20 percent 

9.24. (a) sewing machines, 15 percent 
(same); (b) embroidering machines, each 
(15 percent); (c) typewriters, een yy mae- 
chines, scales of all kinds, 20 percent (15 per 
cent). 


9.25. Cement *mixers, stone crushing ma 
chinery and machinery for making cement 
blocks and necessary molds, 10 percent 
(same). 

9.26. (a) motors, 10 percent (15 percent); 


(b) spare parts for air-conditioners, cars, ap 
paratus, and machines of all kinds, 25 per 
cent. Note: Items under 9.26(b) are subject 
to the duty rate of 25 percent ad valorem (15 
percent) as stated in 9.29(g), pending a de 
cision from the Ministry of Customs, regard+ 
ing reclassification. 

27. Plastic articles of all 
25 percent (15 percent) 

9.28. acids, salts (except table salt), vege 
table tanning substances such as acorns, 
dying substances (except hair dyes); nom 
edible vegetable oils, and animal fats, 10 per 
cent (same). 

9.29. (a) soap cakes for washing, 2 (15 per 
cent): (b) soap powser, 4 (15 percent); 
phenolic and per 
(d) medicated soap and other soaps, 15 per 
cent (same); (e) tires and tubes, 11 per kilo 
gram gross (15 percent); (f) gas-cooking 
stoves, gas refrigerators, 
brushes (except toothbrushes), 
brellas, canes and matches, 
percent): (g) all other articles of any 
not mentioned elsewhere in this Tariff, B 
percent (15 percent). 


—U. S. Embassy, Jidda. 
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Canadian Construction 
Company Wants’ Patents 


New U. S. techniques in the fabrica- 
tion or erection of steel structures, and 
patents for flat slab construction are 
sought by the B and H Metal Industries 
Co. Ltd., of Montreal. 

The Canadian firm, fabricator and 
erector of structural steel and plate 
work, reportedly is one of the largest 
firms in its field in Canada. The plant 
area covers an approximate floor space 
of 44,000 square feet, and a total land 
area of approximately 292,000 square 
feet. It is understood that the man- 
[Seem of the firm has tentative plans 
| for moving to a larger plant site. 

The B and H Metals Industries Co. 
| js said to have complete plant machin- 
ery and equipment, small tools, and 
supplies for a modern structural steel 
plant for use both in shop fabrication 
and erection in the field. 

Techniques and U. S. patents are 
sought in the field of reinforced con- 
crete, structural steel, and _ related 





| items. The management is not believed 
| to be seeking capital investment. 


Details of the firm’s proposal are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
real of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 


partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms also are in- 
vited to correspond direct with George 
Mahieu, 4650 Notre Dame Street, East, 
Montreal. 


| NATO Projects in Norway 


Opened to U. S. Bidders 


Two new projects in Norway, esti- 
mated at $350,000 and $700,000, have 
been opened to U. S. bidders under the 
international competitive bidding pro- 
cedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The projects, located in North Nor- 
way, call for blasting rock chambers 
and concrete work. 

Interested companies should register 
their intention to bid by April 17 with 
the Forsvarets Bygningstekniske Korps, 
Ref. 96/98, Postbox 967, Oslo. Infor- 
mation on their qualifications should be 
enclosed. 

Companies not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, U, S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as described in the brochure 
on the NATO international competitive 


bidding program, available from the 
Division. 


World Trade Week, May 19-25. 
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Additional Business Opportunities, 
In India Reported by U. S. Mission 


Thirty-five new opporturiities to buy or sell in India have just 
been reported to the Bureau of Foreign Commerce by the U. S. Trade 


Mission to that country. 


These opportunities, developed through interviews with Indian 
businessmen during the mission’s visit there, are presented below. Other 


leads reported by the mission were 
listed in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
April 1, 1957, page 11. 


Import Opportunities 





Animal Products 

The Punjab Engineers’ Supply Co., 
28/E Opposite Post Office, Kamlanagar, 
Subsi Mundi, Delhi, wishes to export 
bones, hoofs, horns, and raw wild skins. 

Rattanlal & Sons, 22 Dua Wool Mar- 
ket, Bahadurgarh Road, Delhi 6, wishes 
to export goat, horse, and all kinds of 
animal hair; also wool. 

Clothing and Accessories 

Rangoli, 4-A West Nizamuddin, New 
Delhi, wishes to export better quality 
dresses; also accessories, sportswear, 
peasant jewelry, and village crafts. 
Crude Drugs 

Himalayan Traders, Katra Dulo, Am- 
ritsar, Punjab, wishes to export crude 
drugs and herbs. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft 

The Art Museum, 1726 Burn Bastion 
Road, Delhi, wishes to export direct, 
with possibility of appointing agent, art 
gift ware, novelties, and curios. 

D. S. Bawa & Co., 14 Barakhamba 
Road, New Delhi, wishes to export 
through agents plywood, and plywood 
serving trays with inlaid wood designs. 

Bharat Fine Art Palace (manufac- 
turer), 2463 Naiwara Street, Chawri 
Bazar, Delhi, wishes to export direct 
2,000 to 3,000 monthly of beaded and 
embroidered bags and other novelty 
items, including zari work. 

Bharat Sales Services, 772 Chabiganj, 
Kashmere Gate, Delhi, wishes to export 
Indian products, including ivory ware 
and brassware. : 

C. L. Gupta & Sons (manufacturer 
and exporter), Moradabad, U. P., wishes 
to export through agent copperware and 
brassware, silk and _ leather-apparel 
items, and woolen rugs and carpets. 

Manzoor Bros. (manufacturer, .ex- 
porter), Lal Kuan Street, Delhi 6, 
wishes to export brassware and gift 
items. Illustrated leaflet and pricelist 
available.* 

Mital & Co., Mital Building, 4713— 
4720-A Ballimaran, Delhi 6, wishes to 
export direct or through agents on east 
and west.coasts novelty items, brass 
artwares, jewelry, ivory goods, zari bags, 
scarfs, brocades, and other gift articles. 

Narula Copper Bazar (manufacturer, 
exporter), 18 Sunder Nagar Market, 
New Delhi, wishes to export high- 





quality and unusual brassware items to 
gift and department stores. Catalog 
with price information available.* 

National Import & Export Co. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter, Bombay Bazar, 
Meerut, U. P., wishes to export artistic 
brassware, ivory jewelry, and orna- 
ments. 

Prakash Ware House, Moradabad, 
U. P., wishes to export direct or through_ 
agent handicraft brassware in many 
shapes and sizes, for: both decorative 
and practical use. 

The Punjab Engineers’ Supply Co., 
28/E Opposite Post Office, Kamlanagar, 
Subsi Mundi, Delhi, wishes to export 
Jaipur brassware, and Kashmir and 
Punjab woodenwares. . 

Major Dula Singh & Sons, 2556 Karol- 
bagh, New Delhi 5, wishes to export, 
particularly to west-coast areas, em- 
broidery goods, hornware, and ivory 
goods. 

Foodstuffs ’ 

Permeshri Das Padam Chand, Laxmi 
Bazar, Cloth Market, Delhi, wishes to 
export dried mushrooms. 

The Punjab Engineers’ Supply, 28/E 
Opposite Post Office, Kamlanagar, Sub- 
si Mundi, Delhi, wishes to export Kash- 
mir dried fruits. 

Textiles 

Glamour, 454 Chandni Chowk, : Delhi, 
wishes to export through agent high- 
quality handloomed and handprinted 
fabrics, reported to be color fast to both 
sun and washing, and will not shrink. 

Globe Traders, 24/90 Connaught Cir- 
cus, New Delhi, wishes to export direct 
approximately 10,000 yards of handloom 
cloth, and imitation zari bags. 

National Textiles & General Co., Pani- 
pat, wishes to export handloom fabrics. 
Wool 

Chhaganmal Bastimal, Beawer, wishes 
to export wool. 

Girdharilal Bros. 6A/21, W.E.A. 
Karolbagh, New Delhi, wishes to export 
wool and raw wool. 

Himalayan Traders, Katra Dulo, Am- 
ritsar, Punjab, wishes to export Pash- 
mina raw wool. 

Kashmiri Lal Tandon, Chah Bombay 
Wala, Amritsar, wishes to export Kash- 
mir raw wool. 


Export Opportunities 


Iron and Steel Products 
Dr. Gopaldas Block, 28 Barakhamba 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Foreign Governments Invite Bids 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. Ve- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Angola 

Aircraft: Douglas, DC-3, 2; Beech- 
craft, D 185, 1, tender No. 6/DTA/57; 
bids invited until May 1 by the Office 
of Ports, Railways, and Transport Serv- 
ices, Division of Air Transport Explora- 
tion, Luanda. Further information may 
be obtained from the Secretaria dos 
Servicos de Armazens da D.T.A., Luan- 
da, Angola, 


Burma 


Earth-moving equipment: 6 tractors, 
1 grader, 1 ripper, 3 trailers (4-ton), 1 
mobile workshop fixed in box with 
equipment, 1 mobile pump with diesel 
engine, and miscellaneous equipment; 
bids invited until April 30 by Office of 
Director of Procurement, Ministry of 
Defense, Rangoon.* 


Ceylon 


Supply, construction, and installation 
of intake, water towers, pipelines, pump- 
ing units, and’ connected works for a 
complete water supply system at Ne- 
gombo; bids invited until July 31 by 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Transport and Works, Transworks 
House, Colombo. Tender forms stating 
conditions of tender, specificdtions, etc., 
may be obtained until April 29 ,from 
the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue, NW., Washington, D. C., on 
payment of a tender fee of $14 and a 
tender deposit of $140. 

Canvas, cotton, 4,000 yards; canvas, 
flax, 6,000 yards; canvas, waterproof, 
1,000 yards; bids jnvited until June 18 
by the Chairman, Tender Board, Minis- 
try of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo. 


Egypt 

Paper, 2,300 tons; bids deadline June 
30. Bids must be submitted through 
an agent established in Egypt to the 
Director, General Organization or 
Government Printing Offices, Egyptian 
Government Press, Boulac, Cairo, ac- 
companied by a provisional deposit of 
2 percent of the value of the contract.* 


Greece 


Tractors, 15, bid deadline April 26; 
X-ray supplies, April 26; underground 
cables, type NKBA, 5,000 meters April 
27; passenger cars, 15 April 27; brass 
and copper tubing, April 30; foundry 
machinery, May 11; foundry machinery, 
typewriters, 60, and accounting ma- 
chines, 15, May 14. Bids invited by the 
Ministry of Finance, State Procure- 


14 


ment Service, 56, El. Venezelos Street, 
Athens.* 


Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Suite 714, Washington, D. C. 


India 
Steel, 36,593 long tons—rails, joint 
bars, angles, billets, slabs, sleepers, 


beams, blooms, and b.p. sheets as fol- 
lows: 3,940 tons, tender No. PG/TCA 
(19), bid deadline April 29; 3,135 tons, 
tender No. PG/TCA(20), April 30; 
5,400 tons, tender No. PG/TCA(21), 
May 1; 24,118 tons, tender No. PG/TCA 
(22), May 3; bids invited by the Iron 
and Stee] Controller, 33 Netaji Subhas 
Road, Calcutta. Tender documents with 
detailed specifications may be obtained 
from the Indian Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


New Zealand 


Paper, 12,500 reams; bids invited un- 
til May 9 by the Government Printing 
and Stationery Department, | Private 
Bag, Government Building P. O., Well- 
ington.* 

Radio terminal equipment; bids in- 
vited until May 27 by the Director Gen- 
eral, Stores Division, General Post 
Office, Wellington.* 

Specifications also are available on 
loan from the New Zealand Govern- 
ment Trade Commissioner, 1145 19th 
Street N.W., Washington, D. C. 


Salvador 


Water meters, 6,000, cold-water, for 
tropical use, 5%-inch diameter calibrated 
for minimum, normal, and maximum 
flow, graduated in cubic meters or liters, 
for connections direct to %-inch gal- 
vanized pipe with American standard 
thread; $90,000 allocated by Govern- 
ment of El Salvador; bids invited until 
April 30 by the Alcaldia Municipal, 9a. 
Calle Oriente, San Salvador, Specifica- 
tions in Spanish available.* 

Thailand 

Lighting equipment, cables, and wir- 

ing accessories; bids invited until May 


10 by the Ministry of Agriculture, Royal 
Irrigation Department, Bangkok.* Addi- 


tional copies of the specifications may — 


be obtained from the Ministry. 





Australian wool auctions were held 
in the week ended February 1 at New- 
castle, Goulburn, and Geelong, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports, 
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Brazil Factory Owne 


Seeks U. S. Partnership! 


Georges Wéisz, Rua Buenos Aires ij 
—3.0 andar, Rio de Janeiro, @ Brazj. 
ian businessman, is interested in Many. 
facturing a diversified line of y, 8 
products in Brazil, either on @ partnes, 
ship basis or under a licensing agnes 
ment, 

Mr. Weisz reportedly is the Owner of 
an unoccupied building measuring 14 
square meters, located in an industrial 
zone in Rio de Janeiro. The propos 
manufacturing plant would be estab. 
lished in that building. 

With regard to a partnership. agree 
ment, Mr. Weisz indicates that jy 
would participate with the land ay 
building, and supply local capital, an 
the U. S. firm would be expected to fig. 
nish equipment and know-how. Unde 
a licensing agreement, the U. S. fim 
would be requested to provide technic} 
assistance in setting up the plant, 

A drawing of the exterior of th 
building is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Diy. 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerg 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash 
ington 25, D. C. 

Mr. Weisz plans to be in the United 
States to attend the New York Worl 
Trade Fair, April 14-27. Interested 
firms may reach him through the De 
partment’s New York Field Office, 110 


E. 45th Street, 4th floor, New York 
17, . T. 


Scottish Electronics Firm 
Wants License Agreement 


Atkins, Robertson & Whiteford, Ltd, 
manufacturer of power and pulse tran 
formers, radio and radar instruments 
and industrial electronic equipment 
seeks patents, processes, and techniqua 
for the manufacture in Scotland of 
lated lines. 


The firm is particularly interested i 
an exclusive licensing arrangement fo 
Europe, or the United Kingdom onlyf 
preferred by the U. S. licensor. Th 
company also would like to have @€ 
tails of high-speed hoppers or stokes 
for presenting multitudinous shapes d 
small articles one at a time to a photo 
cell and light source for counting am 
batching. 

The firm visualizes an arrangement 
whereby the drawings, specifications 
and techniques would be available # 
them, and payments made as a pe 
centage of the selling price for all unit 
sold. However, the firm will consid 
any other suggestions of the licensor. 

Interested firms are invited to co 
respond direct with Atkins, Roberts 
& Whiteford, Ltd, Industrial Estat 
Thornliebank, Glasgow. 
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British Machinery 
Firm Wants License 


Luke Anthony, Ltd., manufacturer 
of machine tools, jigs, fixtures, and spe- 
cial-purpose machines, is interested in 
manufacturing under license, or on a 
subcontract basis, the smaller range of 
plant or equipment up to 25 hundred- 
The company offers royalty 
or profit-sharing payments. 

The firm reportedly has had consider- 
able experience in the design and man- 
ufacture of these lines: and is special- 
ized in rebuilding machine tools up to 
6 tons in weight, such as center lathes, 
drills, vertical and horizontal milling 
and boring machines, and cylindrical 
and surface grinding machines—a large 
number for the aircraft industry. 

The British firm also is interested in 
undertaking, on an agency basis, the 
rebuilding of machines manufactured 
in the United States, provided definite 
specifications are supplied. 

A brochure describing the machinery 
manufactured by Luke Anthony, Ltd., 
is available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Interested firms also are in- 
vited to correspond direct with the firm 
at Hosewarne Road, Camborne, Corn- 
wall, 


La Paz Architect Asks 
Capital for 4 Hotels 


Approximately US$1,550,000 for the 
proposed construction of four hotels 
and for improvement and expansion of 
hotels already in existence is sought 
by Lopez Videla, a La Paz architect. 

At present, La Paz reportedly has 8 
hotels, and Rurrenabaque, 1. It is said 
the U. S. firm supplying the capital 
would control about 70 percent of the 
eorporation to be organized, which 
would establish a chain of hotels along 
existing airline routes in Bolivia and 
those which may be established on a 
permanent basis in the future. 

The Bolivian Government, in encour- 
aging new hotel investments, has issued 
Supreme Decree 03972, dated March 3, 
1955, substantially facilitating import 
of materials for hotel construction and 
granting a series of tax concessions. 

A copy of this hotel investment pro- 
posal is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are’ invited to correspond direct with 


Sr. Hugo Lopez Videla, Casilla 59, La 
Paz, Bolivia. 
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World Trade Directo 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports # 
~ on private firms or individuals % 
* mentioned in the World Trade @ 
~ Leads department of Foreign © 
4 Commerce Weekly are available & 
- to qualified U. S. firms—or will 
© be prepared on request—through 
= the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
of 

Be 

. 


ry 








— sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
.. Washington 25, D. C., for $1 each. 
_ The reports also may be obtained © 
© through the Department's Field @ 
= Offices. 
3 The information § given 
* World ‘Trade Directory report 
| usually includes lines of goods — 
Fe] handled, operation methods, size * 
. of business, capital, sales volume, 
_ trade and financial reputation, and & 
other pertinent business informa- © 


* tion. 
> pes Se tin a sce soos eae 


Yugoslav Commercial 


Group To Visit U. S. 


A 10-man commercial group from 
Yugoslavia, headed by Ivo Barbalic, 
Secretary General of the Yugoslav Fed- 
eral Chamber of Foreign Trade, will 
visit the United States April 22-May 
20, to become acquainted with the 
needs of the U. S. market and the pros- 
pects of marketing Yugoslav products. 

The group, which is self financed, is 
composed of business representatives in 
the meat-packing, metals, textile, leath- 
er, and banking industries. Certain 
members will have semiofficial status. 

The week of April 22 will be spent 
at the U. S. World Trade Fair in New 
York, and the week of April 29 in Wash- 
ington where they will visit various 
U. S. Government departments. On May 
6 the group will return to New York 
for conferences with business groups, 
and on May 13 they plan to be in Pitts- 
burgh to visit a steel mill. 

A series of visits and meetings with 
business groups are being planned in 
Chicago, May 14-20, after which the 
group leaves for Canada. Further in- 
formation on individual members and 
itinerary may be obtained from the 


in a 4 











Yugoslav Embassy, 1600 Massachusetts 


Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 





Exports of beef and veal from Ireland 
declined slightly in 1956, according to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service, be- 
cause of smaller shipments to the 
United Kingdom. 

The United Kingdom constituted 84 
percent of the foreign market in 1955 
but only 66 percent in 1956. 

Exports to other destinations rose 
from 16 percent of the total in 1955 to 
34 percent in 1956. 


Visitors From Australia 
To Promote Investment 


An il-man delegation of Victorian 
businessmen is scheduled to visit the 
United States April 26—May 29, to 
interest potentia] American investors 
in investment possibilities in the State 
of Victoria, Australia. 

The group, in which Victorian Pre- 
mier Henry E. Bolte is actively inter- 
-ested, will bring with them specific op- 
portunities for investment in Victoria’s 
expanding industry. Maurice Nathan, 
Melbourne City Councilor, will chair 
the- group on behalf of the Premier. 
Donald Chipp, Director of the Vic- 
torian Promotion Committee, will 
serve as manager of the mission. 

The group includes leaders in the 
fields of architectural design, advertis- 
ing, hotel operation, metal fabrication, 
soft-drink manufacture, and banking 
and investment. They will visit San 
Francisco, April 26; Los Angeles, April 
28; Dallas, May 2; Chicago, May 5; 
Detroit, May 9; Cleveland, May 12; 
Pittsburgh, May 14; Boston, May 16; 
New York City, May 18; Philadelphia, 
May 24; Washington, D. C., May 26; 
San Francisco, May 29. 

U. S. firms or groups interested in 
meeting the Australian visitors are. in- 
vited to submit their requests to the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or to the P. M. Macker Co., 
209 Post Street, San Francisco 8, Calif. 





Iraq To Construct 
Second Sugar Mill 


Establishment of a second sugar mill 
in Iraq, this time at Sulaimaniya, has 
been approved by the Development 
Board of Iraq. 

The mill, which will use beetroot for 
raw material, will be designed to pro- 
duce annually between 15,000 and 20,- 
000 metric tons of refined white sugar. 
Srecifications and bidding documents 
are being prepared by the Third Tech- 
nical Section of the Development Board. 

The first plant, under construction in 
Mosul. by the German firm Salzgitter 
Industrie Bau (formerly D.B.H.G.), is 
designed to refine about 10,000 tons of 
beet and 25,000 tons of imported cane 
sugar a year. Calls for bids on the 
first mill were announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 25, 1955, page 
13, and December 26, 1955, page 11. 

When these two plants become opera- 
tional Iraq will be able ‘to refine ap- 
proximately 45 percent—120,000 tons— 
of its present annual consumption 
of refined sugar. Of this amount, 25 
percent will be refined from locally 
grown beet and the other 20 percent 
from imported cane. 
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Austria Offers Former Soviet-Controlled Canmaker in Brazil — 
. ° * e@ e : 
Enterprises for United States Investment Seeks Participation 
A new semiofficial agency established by the Government of Aus- _ Bernardi e Capistrano, Ltda., Bragi. 
tria is preparing to sell former Soviet-administered enterprises now un- 1? producer of gasoline, kerosene, fuel 
der the Austrian Finance Ministry. The property also includes certain pe Dh Se badeetaane oan a con | “The f 
previously held German properties in the former Western occupation participation for expansion of its aad the follo 
zones now under public administration. making plant and for working capital jerest in 
The new agency will be known as to be used in the purchase of machinery sections 
Department B of the Oesterreichische jp anufacturer of pharmaceuticals. A #4 tinplate. While 
Vermoegenschutz Ges.m.b.H. (Austrian West German former parent firm may The firm is said to require approxi. »| only firr 
Property Control Co.), a Company orig- own the brand name-and certain pat- ately US$300,000, as well as assist} pute, th 
inally organized in 1945 by four large ont rights which have been used by nce in printing and photolithographie cannot | 
Austrian banks, now nationalized or his firm. technics. In return the firm offers 39” rae 
government owned, in an effort to re- Schaeffer & Bud percent stock in the company. firms. 
: : : - y enber s. m.b.H. ak ° 7 
gain certain former German properties waa = Md sear gt pce The Brazilian ‘firm reports the ma.” | taken; § 
in Fastern Austria. . and other accessories for boilers. A chinery to be imported will be used t prevails 
Prospective purchasers will be re- West German former parent firm may produce "tn comtamers Ser Se pale 
quired to show satisfactory evidence of ows the trond neme ana certain patent one of the largest petroleum distriby- Suppl 
their financial capabilities, and will rights which have been used by this tors in Brazil with whom it has pend form 0 
be given an opportunity to inspect the 4) ing an outright sale of 1 million con.” | graphs, 
properties, discuss matters relating to a . tainers, and orders for an additionaj | able as 
the conditions and operation of the busi- eutsche Gold une Silber Schei- 50.000 monthly. domicile 
ness, and make their own appraisals me gag rag Refinery of precious A prospectus on the canmaking plant tain th 
of the enterprises. — Pra act - a a former parent is available for review on loan from the | Trade 
Purchase prices will be subject tone- {Tm may own the brand name and Ynvestment Development Division, Bue | velopme 
gotiation between the buyer and the all, eR which have been  yeau of Foreign Commerce, U. S, De | Comme 
Property Control Co., with the official aa Ane was “ , partment of Gommerce, Washington 2, | merece, 
appraisal of a certified public account- . = Gad vi age W maetne Neuber fp C. Interested firms also are invited 
ant appointed by the company. an rsa — Vholesaler of chem- 4, correspond direct with Bernardi IMPC 
The Finance Ministry has already — ae Nae ; . Capistrano, Ltda., Metalgrafica Trian- | 
instructed Department B of the Prop- row nae Ra or grew gulo, Rua Alexandre Marquez 2% Chemi 
erty Control Co. to prepare for dispo- ‘Sherstellung m.b.H., Vienna. Manufac- [perandia, State of Minas Gerais, B Spain 
— ; turer of clothing a 
sition of the following firms. These piv teh 8 tes'Werke G zil. Emp 
of : . : esterreicniscne lag-Werke €s.m.- 
cya ur Mg eve ween aan b.H., Vienna. Manufacturer of chemi- a oe Py — 
‘Details may be obtained from De- 4! products. ? Capital Stock Offered use: 
partment B, Oesterreichische Vermoe- Raspe Werke Ges.m.b.H., _Kramsach, / F h W f ° line ( 
genschutz Ges. m.b.H., Vienna, Austria.- TYTO!. No other details available. n rrenc est A rica. sulfate 
Chemosan-Union A.G., Vienna—Klos- 5 ae hie Ee, ace t ae Owners of 47 percent of the capital’ | trie p 
otteniery. “‘Memetactwser of pharme- British Engineering Concern © stock in a company desctibed as anim | 55, At 
nei ° . i ; “t "rench c i y t 3 
agent for similar products of foreign Seeks Capital Assistance ee caent 2, hekonanee a oeeet 
5 eam Sineie® Can bH William Gardner & Sons (Glouces- chase of the shares which they possess, istics 
1 stitu Ss. m.D.m., ter), Ltd., manufacturer of mixers of The owners claim that it is possible to, Coffe 
all types for the food, chemical, plas- acquire additional shares from other 
tics, paint, and allied industries, and of sources, if so desired, in order to s&” | Portus 
Swedish Firm W ants conveying, elevating, bulk storage, and cure a majority control. | ve 
US. Li screening plants, seeks capital assist- The firm, which has its main offite . 
. ». Licensor ance for a proposed expansion program. at Dakar, Senegal, reportedly is affili-” utos | 

Aktiebolaget Sterner Blom- The firm also is especially interested in ated with a large peanut-oil manufac- Rua | 
quist, a Swedish firm, seeks a li- manufacturing on a royalty basis ma- turer in Bordeaux, France. It also is seb 
censing arrangement with a U. S. chines which would have a ready sale engaged in the export and import of * om 
firm for the manufacture in Swe- in the English market. food products, textiles, tobacco, ma& a, 
den of machine tools, automobile The company reportedly has a mod- chinery and equipment, etc.—all suit?” | fies 
parts, compressors, and hydraulic pe tg pone Bae ey Aap me for sale in the French oversea ter” | ® 
equipment. ie ) - ritories. sn 

‘2-inch plate. It is said the firm’s rep- In addition to its main office at Da- 

The Company reportedly has a resentatives cover all of the British kar, the company is said to have branch ltaly 
modern machine shop with lathe Bl ‘el : , . D 
capacity to 12 inches which can Sles, as well as Europe. houses and warehouses in the principal (imp 
hold tolerances to 0.0005 inch. The A descriptive brochure and photo-_ cities of Senegal, and at Bathurst, Brit- bens 

gear om tly 4 4 f graphs are available for review on loan’ jsh Gambia. Ferr 
PRS, With Fecently expanded [a- from the Investment Development Di- The m f thi » is with- 
cilities, has approximately 1,200 ae Sanit . mane ¢ 7. or th 
ene wetkiy in an Tia fe vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, held here by request; however, supple- men’ 

U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- mental data are available to interested Poin 
present output. we ington 25, D. C. firms for review on loan from the It- vials 

Interested firms are invited to Interested firms are invited to corre- vestment Development Division, Bureatl .' grep 
correspond direct with Gosta spond direct with William Gardner & of Foreign Commerce, Washington 2, 
Blomquist of the firm, at N. Sons (Gloucester), Ltd, Bristol Road, D.C. Interested firms also are invited Cur 
Grangesbergsgatan 28-30, Malmo, Gloucester. to correspond direct with Olivier} Indi 
Sweden. - ——-———__-—___— Blanchy, 70 rue de la Croix-Blanche,’ N 

World Trade Week, May 19-25. Bordeaux, France. +} whe 
16 Foreign Commerce Weekly) | Ap 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, pricelists, or samples is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals 
Spain 

Empresa Nacional Calvo Sotelo de 
Combustibles Liquidos y Lubricantes, 
S. A. (importer of machinery for own 
use; manufacturer of crude oil, gaso- 
line (shale-oil industry), ammonium 
sulfate; miner of lignite; operate elec- 
tric power stations), General Pardinas 
55, Aptdo. 867, Madrid, wishes to ex- 
port 30 metric tons of ethyl butyrate, 
reportedly having the purity character- 
istics internationally required. 


Coffee, Tea, and Cocoa 
Portugal 

IVEX, Lda. (Sociedade Commercial 
de Importacao e Exportacao de Prod- 
utos Coloniais) (exporter), 16-2° Esq., 
Rua Rosa Araujo, Lisbon, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents 
colonial products—from the Portu- 
guese African territories — including 
coffee, tea, cocoa, groundnuts, and 
mangrove ring; also sisal and copra. 
Cosmetics 
ltaly 

_“Doriana” di Cesare & Armando Sala 
(importer, manufacturer, wholesaler of 
beauty products), 129 Corso Galileo 
Ferraris, Turin, wishes to export direct 
or through agent preparation for treat- 
ment of ladies’ skin known as Blood- 
Point prepared in boxes containing 10 


Vials, and another known as Plasma- 
crem. 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft 
India 

Nathoo Mal Laloo Mal (importer and 
wholesaler of general merchandise; 
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manufacturer of plastic buttons; ex- 
porter of crude drugs and herbs, and 
raw wool), Lalodmal’s Bldg., Bazar 
Kathian, Amritsar, Punjab, wishes to 
export direct large quantities of Kash- 
mir handicrafts, including emrobidered 
shawls, capes, and belts. 


Flavorings 


Egypt 

Continental Trading & Produce Co. 
(importer, distributor of vegetable and 
flower seeds; producer of garlic oil; ex- 
porter of fresh and dehydrated onions, 
garlic oil, peanuts, spearmint leaves), 
10 July 26th St., Cairo, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent dehydrated 
onions, garlic oil, and spearmint leaves 
—quantity to be arranged by corre- 
spondence. 


Foodstuffs 


Iran 

A. Ahmad Samari & Co, (importer, 
wholesaler of vegetable ghee, tea, 
spices; exporter dried fruits, oilseeds), 
Saraye Azizian, Nowroozkkhan, Tehran, 
wishes to export direct 60 tons annual- 
ly of white walnut meat; 200 to 300 
tons annually of pistachios with 95-97% 
opened mouth, 1% impurity, 2% empty 
shells; and green cumin seed, 3% im- 
purity. 


Footwear 

Belgium 

Manufacture de Chaussures Ver- 
beure Fils (manufacturer, wholesaler, 


exporter), 69 Kasteelstraat, Tielt, wish- 
es to export direct 2,000 pairs monthly 
of high-quality semihandmade and 
handmade boots and shoes for men. 
Photographs available.* 


Greece 
Vasilios C. Gogos (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, retailer of furs, lambskin 


rugs, coats, slippers, gloves, and caps), 
13 Hermou St., Larissa, wishes to 
export direct 200 pairs monthly of 
lambskin slippers in sizes according to 
buyer’s specifications, made in one 
standard quality and design in various 
natural colors. 


Machinery 

England 

S. & G. Sergent (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Old Costessey, 


Norwich, Norfolk, wishes to export di- 
rect high-quality woodworking machin- 
ery, including lathes, planer units, and 
circular saw units. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflets with price informa- 
tion available.* 


Marble and Granite 


Colombia : 

Granitos y Marmoles S. A. (importer 
of marble and granite stones; polisher, 
finisher, wholesaler of same), 16-39 
Carrera 10, Aptdo. Aereo 5487, Bogota, 
wishes to export Italian marble in black 
with small white streaks, and black- 
white-gray mottled natural granite, 
both available in blocks or in cut slabs. 
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Medicinals 
Italy 


Medicinali Beyer (manufacturer, ex- 
porter) 30 Via Oratorio Della Pace, 
Messina, wishes to export through ex- 
clusive agent the following medicinals: 
Amebosan H.B., a -specialty for the 
treatment of amoebiosis and dysentery; 
Antidiabetiche, a Galenic medicinal for 
the treatment of diabetes; and Anti- 
emorroidari, a Galenic medicinal for the 
treatment of hemorrhoids. Descriptive 
leaflets available.* 


Metal Products 
Netherlands 


G. Cator Metaalhandel N.V. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, sales agent of metal 
products), 2A  Predikherenkerkhof, 
Utrecht, wishes to export direct or 
through agent first-quality brass and 
aluminum tubes; profiles for the build- 
ing and other industries. 

Mops 
Belgium 

Roegies-Geerinck S. A. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter of cotton braids, 
cotton wicks, ropes, strings, cotton 
floor mops, and cotton paddings for 
mattresses), 20 chaussee d’Anvers, 
Lokeren, wishes to export direct or 
through agent good-quality handmade 
cotton floor mops. 


Rugs 1 
Greece 

Vasilios C. Gogos (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, retailer of furs, lambskin 
rugs, coats, slippers, gloves, and caps), 
13 Hermou St., Larissa, wishes to ex- 
port direct 100 sq. m. monthly of lamb- 
skin rugs, in pieces of various sizes— 
4x 6, 2 x 3.5, and 3 x 6—one standard 
quality in various designs and natural 
colors. 


Silverware 


Germany 

Gebrueder Kuehn (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of silverware, silver mountings, 
electroplated nickel-silver, silver, and 
cut glassware), 10 Kalter Markt, 
Schwaebisch Gmuend, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents 
high-quality silverware, glass and sil- 
ver articles, nickel-silverplated articles. 
Catalog in German available. 


Textiles 


Australia 

H. V. S. Kirby & Son Pty. Ltd. (im- 
port-export merchant; importer, whole- 
saler of all types of silks, rayons, cot- 
tons, evening wear materials, and chil- 
dren’s dress goods by the yard), Danks 
Bldg., 324 Pitt St., Sydney, wishes to 
export direct or through agent fancy 
or inexpensive types of worsteds and 
woolens. 
Thailand 

Rotary Trading Co., Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler of electrical goods, office 
equipment, building materials, adver- 
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tising novelties, sundry goods; ex- 
porter of Thai nielloware and white 
zircons), 29-31 Sikak Phya: Sri, New 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to export direct 
first-quality. or other grades as pre- 
ferred of Thai silk. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Confectionery 
France 


Etablissements Foulon Fils (importer 
of confectionery and cakes, wholesaler 
for confectionery and raw materials for 
cakes and candy making), 24 rue Vieille 
du Temple, Paris, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks exclusive agency for 
confectionery, chocolates, and crackers. 


Electric and Electronic Equipment 


Italy 

Conte Alberto Guidotti (importer of 
electric and electronic products), 94 
Via Marchese di Montrone, Bari, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency for 
electric and electronic products for per- 
sonal use, and household and agricul- 
tural equipment of the most modern 
types. Firm is particularly interested 
in such items as’ battery-operated wrist- 
watches, and wishes to receive catalogs 
and pricelists. 


Electroplating Equipment 
Greece 

Evangelos Savvas & George Savvas 
(importer, exporter, theater operator), 
62 OXI St., Serres, wishes to purchase 
from U. S. manufacturers electroplat- 
ing and anodizing equipment for jewel- 
ry, kitchenware, and structural parts. 
Firm prefers chemical treatment for 
the application of bright colors. Pro- 
duction per working hour is required to 
be about 100 pieces of kitchenware or 
10,000 pieces of jewelry. Current avail- 





able: 3-phase with neutral wire, a.c. 
220/380 v., frequency 50 c. 
Foodstuffs 
France 

J. M. G. De Champris (commis- 
sion merchant handling oil, sugar, 


canned goods), 3, rue Monttessuy, Paris, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for food products, such as 
canned goods, dried foods, and juices. 


Household Goods 


France 

PINCOLOR (manufacturer. of 
paints), 8 Bis, rue Jean Nicot, Paris Te, 
wishes to purchase direct small house- 
hold articles. 


Lubricants 
Syria 

Sherif Sheik Hamdoun (importing 
distributor), Moukef St., Hama, wishes 


to purchase direct the following: 5 met- 
ric tons of automotive lubricating 
greases, black and yellow, Nos. 5 and 6; 
15 metric tons of industrial and motor 
lubricating oil—SAE-30, SAE-40, and 
SAE-50; and 5 metric tons of auto- 





lraq Plans Rayon Plant 
And Textile Mill 


Consultants have been instruct- 
ed to prepare specifications and 
bidding documents for a rayon 
plant at Basra and a textile mill 
at Hilla or Kerbala, in Iraq. 

The Development Board has se- 
lected Swiss firm Ing. Maurer, 
Ltd., as consultant for the rayon 
plant, and British firm Ibcon, 
Ltd., for the textile mill. 

The rayon plant will be de- 
signed at an estimated cost of 3.1 
million Iraqi dinars, or US$8,680,- 
000, to produce 2,500 tons of ray- 
on yarn and 1,500 tons of staple 
fibers. The textile mill will be 
designed at an estimated cost of 
2,860,000 dinars, or US$8,008,000, 
to produce 10 million square me- 
ters of rayon cloth and 5.5 million 
square meters of spun rayon 
cloth. 

The Swiss consultant may be 
addressed c/o the Development 
Board of Iraq in Baghdad; the 
British consultant, c/o the Gov- 
ernment Textile Mills, Mosul. 











motive gear oil, SAE-90 and SAE-140. 
Firm desires these products packed in 
drums of 200 kgs. net weight. 


Machinery 
India 


Bishamber Dass and Sons (importing 
distributor of plastic materials and ma- 
chinery), Chandni Chowk, Ghantewali 
St., P. O. Box No. 1275, Delhi, wishes 
to purchase direct the following com- 
plete plant machinery, one each, to- 
gether with related equipment for the 
manufacturer of: Snap fasteners and 
press buttons; brass strips and spring 
wires; mild steel strips and spring 
wires and plastic sheeting and novel- 
ties. 

Quality inspection for the first three 
plants to be arranged by a partner of 
subject firm through a personal visit to 
factories of potential suppliers; inspec- 
tion for fourth plant not considered 
necessary. 


India 

Deviprasad Khandelwal 
(importer), 6 Itola St., Iron Market, 
Bombay 9, wishes to purchase from 
U. S. manufacturers a machine to man- 
ufacture box strapping. The machine 
should be able to produce strips of iron 
or steel which could be used for wood- 
en box strapping. Desired capacity is 
approximately 4-5 tons of strapping 
per day for single shift (8 hours); 
however, if a larger capacity plant is 
more economical, the Bombay firm 
wishes quotations on a comparable 
basis. Firm states raw materials for 
production are available locally. 


& Sons 
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AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Asbestos Fiber Waste ih 
England ry 

Freeman & Carline, Ltd. (buying 
agent}, Portland House, 73 . 
St., London, E.C. 2, seeks a 


large quantities of all types of pd 
fiber waste, 
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M 
Building Materials “an 
Canada "4 
Suburban Sales ( manufacturer, 
agent, commission agent), 94 R 
Dr., Oakville, Ontario, seeks 


for building materials and/or specialty 
items. 


Confectionery 

Morocco 
Armand Delacoste (importing dig 

tributor), 71 rue Coli, Casablanca, geeky 

exclusive agency from U. S. manufas 


turers—located on the Atlantic coast.) 
for chocolate and candies, and biscuit, 


Containers 

Lebanon = 
Michel K. Nahas (commission men. 

chant, importer), Chtaura, wishes to 


purchase 5-U. S.-gallon “jerry” cans for 
sale to army units in Lebanon, Syria” 
Jordan, and Saudi Arabia. Firm ig pan 
ticularly interested in purchasing from 
dealers in United States army surply 
materials, although he also seeks o& 
fers from manufacturers and exporters, 


Cosmetics 
Italy 


DORIANA di Cesare & Armando’ 
Sala (agent, manufacturer), 129 Corso 
Galileo Ferraris, Turin, wishes to he 
appointed as exclusive agent for Italy 
by U. S. producers of beauty specialties 
not already on the Italian market. 


France 
Rene Lemoine & Cie (Etablisse 
ments), (retailer, sales agent handling 


marine engines, generators, and mre 
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lated equipment), 40 rue Ferrere, Bor 
deaux, Gironde, seeks agency for very 
good quality light-duty diesel marine, 
engines for outboard propulsion. Prict 


lists and descriptive literature desired’ | 


by firm. 


Electronic Equipment 
Italy 

Teledine Italiana (importing distrib 
utor; manufacturer of radio and tele 
vision sets), Via Vincenso Monti 5S/@ 
wishes to obtain agency for electronls 
equipment, controls, and instruments 
for aviation and navigation, 


Engineering Supplies 
New Zealand 

Sales & Services (N 
facturers’ agents and 
Kents Bldgs., 485 Khyber Pass Road 
Auckland, seeks agency for engineering” 


Z.), Ltd. (mante 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


distributor) 
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supplies and equipment, including bolts, 
puts, washers, screws, and micrometers. 


foodstuffs 
| fritish West Indies 
JN. Harriman & Co., Ltd. (manufac- 
representative, commission 
agent), 61 Marine Square, P. O. Box 
232, Port: of Spain, Trinidad, seeks 
for dehydrated cake and pie 
mixes; all types of pulses, including red 
kidney beans, lentils, lima beans, and 
yellow split peas; fruit nectars; dried 
fraits, such as prunes, raisins, and cur- 
yants; and fresh fruit, such as apples, 
MORE—MORE—MORE— MORE 
pears and peaches. 


Germany 

Georg Boden & Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent, and broker), Bei den Muehren 
70, Hamburg 11, seeks agency for all 
varieties of Californian light amber, and 
extra light amber bees honey. 
New Zealand 

Sales & Services (N. Z.), Ltd. (man- 
ufacturers’ agent and _ distributor), 
Kents Bldgs., 485 Khyber Pass Road, 
Auckland, seeks agency for canned 
foods, including fish, meat, fruits, and 
juices. 
Marine Supplies 
New Zealand 

Sales & Services (N. Z.), Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ agent and distributor), Kents 
Bidgs: 485 Khyber Pass Road, Auck- 
land, seeks agency for marine supplies, 
including shackles, bolts, clips, and 
couplings. 
Metal Products 
India 

Kapadia Trading Co. (importing dis- 
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tributor, manufacturers’ agent and ex- 
porter), 56 Botawala Bldg., New Silk 
Bazar, Kalbadevi Road, Bombay 2, 
seeks exclusive agency from U. S. man- 
ufacturer or exporter of the following 
standard ferrous and nonferrous metals 
and products: Copper ingots, bars, 
wires, rods, sheets, and strips; electro- 
lytic copper wires, bars; stainless steel 


sheets, rods, pipes, and strips; and 
aluminum ingots, circles, and strips. 
Plastic Products 

India 


Kapadia Trading Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturers’ agent and ex- 
porter), 56 Botawala Bidg., New Silk 
Bazar, Kalbadevi Road, Bombay 2, 
seeks exclusive agency from U. S. man- 
ufacturer or exporter of pearlised, 
quilted, and Mylar plastic sheets. Sam- 
ples of required material available.* 
Textiles 
Belgium 

Pierre Robert Lefebvre (sales agent 
of textile fabrics), 20 rue Felix Terlin- 
den, Brussles, is interested in obtaining 
agency from U. S. textile manufactur- 


ers of nylon, orlon, and cotton printed 
fabrics, 
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New Zealand 


Don Havers & Co., Ltd. (sales/in- 
dent agent selling textile piece goods), 
P. O. Box 2244, Auckland, is fnterested 
in establishing an agency with U. S. 
manufacturers of textile piece goods, 
particularly for the ladies’ trade. 


Tools 
Saudi Arabia 


Armando Lombardo (commission 
merchant), P. O. Box 135, Jidda, seeks 


agency for carpenters’ and mechanics’ 
tools. 


Yarns 


Greece 

Maison de Representations “Vam- 
vaca” (importer, sales agent specializ- 
ing in textiles, glassware, and metals), 
8 Ktene Square, Athens, seeks agency 
for nylon yarns. ‘ 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Argentina 

Atilio Jose Tilli, representing Car- 
denas y Tilli, Bme. Mitre 559, Buenos 
Aires, is interested in obtaining tech- 
nical information regarding general 
engineering activities, and ventilation 
and cooling systems. Scheduled to ar- 
rive April 20, via Los Angeles, for a 
3-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Ernesto Moore de 
la Serna, 33 Washington Square, New 
York 11, N. Y. Itinerary: Los Angeles; 
Denver; Kansas City; Chicago; New 
York; Washington; Philadelphia; 
Charleston, S. C.; and Miami, 


Australia 
Laurence Donald Young, representing 
Mahlico Plastics Proprietary, Ltd. 


(manufacturer, wholesaler of plastic- 
ware, exporter of toilet requisites), cr. 
Duffy and Millicent Sts., Burwood, 
Victoria, is interested in new materials, 
processes, or techniques connected with 
the plastic industry and applicable to 
this industry in Australia. He seeks 
technical information, particularly on 
slush molding, automatic injection, 
automatic compression, automatic blow- 
molding equipment, and plant layouts. 
Has been visiting in the United States 
since March 19, and will remain for 
42 days. 

U. S. address: c/o Chase Manhattan 
Bank, 18 Pine St., Cor. Nassau St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Milwaukee, Wil- 
mington, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles. 


Brazil 

Georges Weisz, representing self, Rua 
Buenos Aires 19, 3.0 andar, Rio de 
Janeiro, is interested in consulting with 
U. S. firms wishing to manufacture 
their products under license in Brazil, 
or jointly with Brazilian firms, Firm 
would require technical assistance in 
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setting up and operating manufacturing 
plant. Was scheduled to: arrive “April 
14, via New York, for an indefinite 
visit, 

U, S. address not given. Mr. Weisz 
will attend the New York World Trade 
Fair. Itinerary not given. 


Canada 


John Cordon, representing Cordon’s 
Jewelery Store, Ltd. 475 Barrington 
St., Halifax, Nova Scotia, is interested 
in greeting cards and jewelery. Was 
scheduled to arrive April 12, via Boston, 
for a 10-day visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Hotel Statler, 7th Ave. and 33d St., 
New York, N. Y. Visitor will attend 
the New York World Trade Fair April 
14—27. Itinerary not given. 

Mr. and Mrs, Julius Silverman, 
representing Silverman’s, Ltd, 21 
Blowers St., Halifax, Nova Scotia, is 
interested in records, musical instru- 
ments, fine china, gifts, souvenirs, re- 
frigerators, electric ranges, and wash- 
ing machines. Scheduled to arrive 
about April 15 for an indefinite visit. 
Will attend the New York World Trade 
Fair April 14—27. Itinerary: Boston, 
and various cities in Florida, 


Chile 


Luis Marty D., representing Tejidos 
& Vestaurios S. A., Vestex (importer 
of replacements and materials for own 
use; manufacturer, wholesaler of men’s 
readymade clothing), 2547 Gamero, 
P. O. Box 700, Santiago, is interested 
in purchasing machinery for garment 
manufacturing, and associating with a 
firm which specializes in luxury-type 
fabrics and custom styling of men’s 
wear. Scheduled to arrive in April, via 
New York, for a 2-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Mr, Edgardo Cruz, 
Pacific International, 42 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York 
and Boston. 


France 


Mr. Jean Marie Mery, representing 
Ets. Mery Rougier & Cie, Biscottes 
Prior (baking firm), 73 Blvd. de St. 
Marcel, Marseille, is interested in the 
manufacture of biscuits, bread, and 
crackers, and seeks technical informa- 
tion in the industrial baking field. Was 
scheduled to arrive April 7, via Chicago, 
for a visit of about 2 weeks. U. S. 
address: c/o Hotel New Yorker, 8th 
Ave. and 34th St., New York, N, Y. 
Itinerary: Chicago and New York, 


Stavros A. Kontos, representing self 
(importer, wholesaler, sales agent of 
nylon yarns), 5 Karori St., Athens, is 
interested in expanding his activities 
as a commission agent handling nylon 
yarns for the hosiery and knitting 
industries, and seeks technical informa- 
tion on new methods of producing nylon 
yarns. Was scheduled to arrive April 2, 
via New York, for a visit of 30 to 45 
days. 

U. S. address: c/o Hotel St. Moritz, 
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50 Central Park South, New York, 
N. ¥. Itinerary: New York and other 
cities. 
India 


Devi Dass Mahajan, representing Par- 
amount’ Traders (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter of Indian handicrafts, 
brassware, ivory ware, and novelties), 
4/47 Western Extension Area, Karol- 
bagh, New Delhi-5, is interested in 
marketing Indian handicrafts in the 
United States, especially brass artware, 
zari (real and imitation metal thread), 
embroideries, and ivory articles. Was 
scheduled to arrive April 7, via San 
Francisco, for a visit of 4 to 5 months. 

U. S, address: c/o India-China Trad- 
ing Co., 742 Market St., San Francisco 
2, Calif. Itinerary: San _ Francisco, 
Chicago, and New York. 


Indonesia 


J. T. Oey, Olympia, Bandung, is inter- 
ested in a large electric arc furnace of 
about 2,200 Ibs. capacity per charge, and 
2 diesel electric generating sets of about 
500/100 kv.-a. capacity; a hot and cold 
sheet rolling plant; and patents, licenses, 
and blueprints for assembling and repro- 
duction of refrigeration and deep-freeze 
units, bicycles, motorcycles, scooters, 
neon signs, and hardware. Presently in 
the United States for a 2-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o A. Perlman, 50 
Broad Street, New York 4, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary not given. 

Arthur Simon, representing the 
Tapanuli Indonesian Corp., Ltd., DJL. 
Gadja Mada 9A, Djakarta, is interested 
in exporting patchouli oil and citronelia 
oil, and in importing optical goods, watch 
bands, and ladies’ fancy goods. Was 
scheduled to arrive March 30, via San 
Francisco, for a month’s visit. 

U. S, address: c/o American Express 
Co., 65 Broadway, New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: San Francisco and New York. 


ireland 


Peter E. Greville, representing Al- 
bright & Wilson (Ireland), Ltd. (im- 
porter, manufacturer), Ibex Works, Dun 
Laoghaire, County Dublin, is interested 
in exporting to the United States. 

Additives used in the manufacture of 
sausagés and other meat products; 
cheese emulsifying salts for use in the 
manufacture of processed cheeses; min- 
eral and vitamin preparations for use in 
the supplementary feeding of livestock 
and other veterinary prodiicts; and 
ready-mix branded baking products with 
a wheat-flour base. He is interested in 
the possibility of entering into arrange- 
ments with other U. S. firms for the 
maunfacture in Ireland of chemical, 
food, toilet, pharmaceutical, or veteri- 
nary products. 

Was scheduled to arrive March 28, 
via New York, for a visit until April 20. 
U. S. address: c/o Berkley Hotel, 170 
West 74th St., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York; Chicago; Racine, Wisc.; 
and Cincinnati. 
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Italy 

Giovanni Preti, representing the Ital- 
ian confectionery industry, is visiting 
the United States until May 10 to in- 
vestigate the market for confectionery. 
Although a definite itinerary has not 
been established, he plans to visit New 
York, Chicago, and San Francisco. U. S. 
address: c/o Commercial Section, Ital- 
ian Embassy, 2401 15th St., NW., Wash- 
ington, D, C. 


Lebanon 


Mahmoud Ibrahim, representing Jour- 
nal Al-Hadaf, Eseily Bldg., Beirut, is 
interested in journalism and advertis- 
ing. Was scheduled to arrive April 3, via 
New York, for a month’s visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Lebanese Consulate Gen- 
eral, 9 E. 76th “St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Washington, Chi- 
cago, San Francisco, and Hollywood. 


Robert Fawzi Samara, representing 
New Arab Publicity Co. (NAPCO), 
Ghrawi Bldg., P. O. Box 3831, Beirut, is 
interested in advertising and motion- 
picture films. Was scheduled to arrive 
April 3, via New York, for a month's 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Lebanese Con- 
sulate General, 9 E. 76th St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Washington, 
Chicago, San Francisco, and Hollywood. 


Sweden 


Raoul I. Glant, Foreign Manager, 
Glants Jarn- & Metallaffar AB. (import- 
er, wholesaler, exporter of iron and 
steel, metals, and scraps), 14-16 Vast- 
bergavagen, Stockholm 9, is interested in 
contacting manufacturers and exporters 
of iron and steel, especially stainless 
steel and non-ferrous metals; also im- 
porters and exporters of waste and 
scrap; as well as exporters of used, re- 
built and/or reconditioned machinery, 
especially construction machinery. Was 





Modern Hotel Proposed 
For Dar es Salaam 


Participation of U. S. firms or 
individuals in the construction and 
management of a modern hotel of 
approximately 100 rooms is 
sought by the city of Dar es Sa- 
laam, in Tanganyika, British East 
Africa. 

Rental on the site—known as 
the Berlin Mission site—report- 
edly is minimal, and concessions 
for import of building materials 
and equipment will be offered the 
firm undertaking the project. 

A detailed proposal for the new 
hotel, including a map of Dar es 
Salaam and aerial photographs 
pinpointing the site, is available 
for review on loan from the In- 
vestment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











—, 
. 

scheduled to arrive April 4, via Ne 

York, for a 5-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o the Swedish 

ber of Commerce of the U, S. 8E 

69th St., New York 21, N. Y. Itinerary. 

New York and Buffalo, N. Y.; Washi. 

ton; Philadelphia; Pittsburgh; Balti. 

more; Cleveland; Detroit; Chicago; im 

Angeles; and San Francisco, 


Union of South Africa 


Harry Kahn, representing 
Kahn (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturerg” pep. 
resentative specializing in jewelry ay 
novelties), 701 Century Insurance Bu 
ing, Kruis St., Johannesburg, is inte. 
ested in obtaining agencies for 
novelties, and gifts. Scheduled to arti 
April 15, via San Francisco or Log a 
geles, for a 3-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Green Bros. 
West 3ist St., New York, N. Y, Iting. 
ary: San Francisco; Los Angeles; At 
lanta; Charlotte, N. C.; and New Yok 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the fol- 
lowing new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. All are 
dated March 1957. 

Advertising Agencies and Concession 
aires—Belgium. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeratia 
Equipment Importers and Dealerm- 
Paraguay. 

Alcoholic Beverage 
Dealers—Colombia. ; 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Ceylon. t 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, am 
Affiliates—Ceylon. 

Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers aml 
Dealers—Western Germany. 

Coffee Exporters—El Salvador. | 

Coffee and Cocoa Exporters —Sut | 
nam. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Importett 
and Dealers—lIndia. 

Leather and Shoe Finding Importett 
and Dealers—Thailand, 

Petroleum Industry—Guatemala. 

Petroleum Industry—Iraq, 


Importers an 


Printers, Lithographers, Engravet 
and Publishers—Iraq. 
Provision Importers and Dealer 


Nicaragua. 
Provision Importers and Dealefti- 
Portugal. 
Tobacco and Tobacco Product It 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturemi- 
Denmark. 


World Trade Week, May 19-25. 
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: ™” Books 
and Reports 


Small Business Manual. Ottawa, Can- 
ada. Department of Trade and Com- 
merce, 1956. 140 pp. 75 cents. 


This booklet, published by the Indus- 
trial Development Branch of the Cana- 
dian Department of Trade and Com- 
merce, discusses the personal aspects 
of operating small businesses in Canada, 
forms of organization, location of fac- 
tories, and selecting retail store sites. 
Also reviewed from the Canadian view- 
point are retail store policies, mainte- 
nance of records and accounts, uses and 
sources of credit, Government laws and 
regulations, pricing, competition, and 
bankruptcy and insolvency. 

The appendixes carry a directory of 
provincial industrial development offi- 
cials, motor carrier organizations, and 
technical information service repre- 


Council throughout Canada. 

Copies of the Small Business Manual 
may be purchased from the Queen’s 
Printer and Controller of Stationery, 
Ottawa, Canada. 


Foreign Trade Information on Instru- 
mentation in Finland. Washington, 
D. C. U. S. Department of Commerce, 
December 1956. 8 pp. 10 cents. 
Finland’s imports from the United 

States of scientific, laboratory, indus- 

trial, and process instruments and 

equipment have increased in recent 
years, according to this new bulletin 
prepared by the Business and Defense 

Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 


Europe's Newest Consumer 
Items Described in Guide 


A new feature of the 1957 Buyers’ 
Guide and New Products Parade, just 





grave, 
palers— 
-alers— 


ct Im 
‘urers— 


W eekly 





issued by Made in Europe, is a section 
describing and illustrating hundreds of 
Europe’s newest and most popular con- 
sumer articles. 

The 302-page publication also con- 
tains an alphabetical listing by product 
lines of European manufactures and 
suppliers and their representatives in 
the United States; American suppliers— 
representatives, sole importers, branch 
offices, etc.—handling products made in 
Europe; trade promotion agencies on 
both sides of the Atlantic representing 
semiofficial government and industrial 
organizations and privately owned 
groups; and manufacturers seeking rep- 
resentatives or agents in North America. 

The Buyers’ Guide may be obtained 
from Made in Europe, 123 Zeil, Frank- 
furt am Main, Germany, for $3. The 
U. S. office is located at 67 Irving Place, 
New York 3, N. Y, 
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sentatives of the National Research ~ 


ment of Commerce. Industrial and 
process instruments and equipment 
comprised the bulk of these shipments. 

Imports supply almost all Finnish 
requirements for scientific and indus- 
trial equipment. Domestic producers 
satisfy a small part of the demand, 
primarily that of hospital laboratories 
for standard supplies. Finnish research 
institutes, universities, and State hos- 
pitals are the leading consumers of 
laboratory and scientific instruments, 
according to the report. 


Finnish import agents consider that 
four groups of industries will need sub- 
stantial amounts of industrial instru- 
ments in the near future: New cellulose 
bleaching plants, paper mills, the pro- 
jected first oil refinery in Finland, and 
the construction industry. The last- 
mentioned need is for thermostatic and 

(Continued on page 22) 





Pointers on Foreign 


Trade Published 


Pointers on how to set a sound course 
toward profitable exporting and import- 
ing are contained in a new pamphlet 
for U. S. businessmen just released by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

Entitled “Guides for the Newcomer 
to World Trade,” the booklet discusses 
some of the major problems encoun- 
tered in foreign trade and suggests 
methods of solving them. 


In addition to marketing, government 
controls, competition, costs, and other 
factors which have a direct bearing on 
successful importing and exporting, the 
booklet defines services available to for- 
eign traders, such as banking, freight 
forwarding, insurance, and communica- 
tions. 

A special section describes tools and 
service aids offered the foreign trader 
by BFC, as well as facilities available 
from other U. S. Government agencies. 

The 20-page booklet may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., or any Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Office, at 15 
cents a copy. 





Tredemark Law Texts for 
Liberia, Libya Available 


A text of the Patent and Trademark 
Laws of Liberia and a text in Arabic 
of the new Trademark Law of Libya 
have been received by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce. 

The texts of these laws may be 
obtained on loan from any of the De- 
partment's Field Offices or from the 
Industrial Property Rights Section, 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 











Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four con- 
venient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 
4, Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, $4 if 
mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents, 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 

Basic Data on the Economy of Can- 
ada. WTIS, Part 1, No, 57-6, 24 pp. 10 
cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of Den- 
mark. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-11. 18 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Belgium, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-13. 8 ‘pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Switzer- 
land, 1956. WTIS, Part 1, No, 57-14. 
10 pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 

Living Costs and Conditions in Aus- 
tria. WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-24, 4 pp. 
10 cents. 

Living Costs and Conditions in 
Turkey. WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-25. 15 pp. 
10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of El Salvador. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-28. 2 pp. 10 
cents. 

Import Tariff. System of France. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-29. 2 pp. 10 
cents. 


Utilities Abroad 

Railways of Australia. WTIS, Part 4, 
No. 57-3. 11-pp: 20 cents. 

Civil Aviation in Peru. WTIS, Part 
4, No. 57-4. 7 pp. 20 cents. 
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Brazilian Railway To Buy Equipment Nigerian Plans To 


A $12.8-million credit for the purchase of U. S. railway equipment 
for use on a privately owned railroad in Brazil which hauls substantial 
amounts of coffee from the interior to the coast has been announced 
by the Export-Import Bank of Washington. 

The credit was extended to Cia. Paulista de Estradas de Ferro, 


which plans to purchase in the United 
States 38 diesel electric locomotives, 
28,000 tons of heavy rail, materials for 
electrification, and signaling equipment 
for Centralized Traffic Control, 


The Paulista, serving the central, 
northern, and western parts of the State 
of Sao Paulo, is the principal privately 
owned and operated railroad in Brazil; 
other large railroads are Government- 
owned, 

The new diesels will represent a long 
additional step forward in the railroad’s 
program for eliminating wood-burning 
steam locomotives from its lines. This 
program has included electrification of 
more than 300 miles of main line and 
previous purchases of diesel electrics. 
Those now being acquired will end the 
use of steam except on branch lines. 


Savings Estimated 

The Paulista has found that the cost 
of wood-burning steam traction is ap- 
proximately nine times that of diesel 
electric locomotives. Savings from the 
use of these locomotives are estimated 
as sufficient to repay the present fi- 
nancing without taking into account the 
benefits from the other items financed. 


Centralized traffic control equipment 
will enable the railroad to improve 
service for 99 miles on its western 
branch, Double track, previously con- 
sidered necessary between Campinas 
and Nova Odessa, will be unnecessary 
with the installation of centralized 
traffic control. 

The Paulista railway provides pas- 
senger and freight transportation 
throughout a region of Brazil which is 
growing rapidly and is one of the coun- 
try’s most important agricultural and 
industrial areas. While there has been 
a decline in coffee production in the 
State of Sao Paulo, production and 
transportation of other agricultural 
products, such as sugar, peanuts, cot- 
ton, and fruits, have increased. 


Since operations began on the Paul- 
ista in 1872, the railroad has had only 
five managing directors. Its record has 
been one of consistently careful and 
steady management and it is noted for 
its maintenance of track and rolling 
stock. Railroad men generally agree 
that the management and operation of 
the Paulista is surpassed by few rail- 
roads anywhere. The Paulista has been 
a leader in the use of welded rail in 
long lengths, Its new lines and rail re- 
newals have been laid in this manner 
for the past 15 years. Accordingly, its 
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total mileage of such rail ranks high 
among the railroads of the world. 

One of the Paulista’s operations is its 
forestry service started in 1904 to sup- 
ply wood fuel, poles, and posts from 
cultivated eucalyptus forests. Total 
plantings in its 64,000 acres of groves 
have produced 41 million trees, of 
which 23 million constitute the present 
stand. Now that the use of wood for 
fuel on the road is approaching an end, 
studies are being carried on leading to 
the use of eucalyptus for other pur- 
poses, such as for pulp and paper. 








Shipping Fleet for 
Iraq in Prospect 


The Government of Iraq has approved 
in principal proceeding with a detailed 
study of ways and means of estab- 
lishing an Iraqi shipping company which 
might purchase as many as six or seven 
ships with a tonnage ranging between 
10,000 and 12,000 tons. Officials state 
that Iraq is prepared to reconsider 
establishing a joint shipping company 
with Iran and Pakistan if and when 
they agree on a plan. 

Iraq, Iran, and Pakistan had been 
studying seriously the possibility of 
establishing a joint shipping company, 
to which each of the Governments would 
contribute one-third of the projected 
company’s capital. Officials of the Iragi 
and Pakistani Governments reported, 
however, that the Iranians were not 
willing to proceed with the undertaking. 

It is expected that the Iraqi Develop- 
ment Board soon will invite navigation 
experts to sudy the proposed project 
from the administrative, economic, and 
commercial point of view, after which 
the actual purchase of vessels and de- 
tails of establishing a shipping company 
will be implemented.—U. S. Embassy, 
Baghdad. 


New Books... 

(Continued from page 21) 
air-conditioning equipment, Automatic 
production-control mechanisms and 
production recorders also are desired. 

In addition to a discussion of scientific 
and laboratory equipment, and indus- 
trial and process instruments, the bul- 
letin contains information on economic 
factors, outlook and potentials for U. S. 
sales, import controls, and statistics on 
U. S. instrumentation exports to Fin- 
land, 1953—June 12956. 








Escravos Bar Approved - 


The Federation of Nigeria’s economie.. 
development program for 1955-60 Cally 
for the opening of Escravos Bar in the 


Niger Delta, a project already on wiation © 
by its House of Representatives. raft code 








The principal aim of the plan is + bectrtg 
provide access to the delta at alj stages. panama. 
of tide for shipping with a Negotia 
draught and to arrest the silting yar betv 


Escravos Bar, which threatens to cl. 
the Niger Delta to seagoing vessels, 
When completed the opening wil. 
enable oceangoing vessels to di 
or load cargoes of up to 5,000 tons ie 
stead of the 1,200- to 1,400-ton limi 
now imposed by the present depth at: nas, hi 
the bar. 


Much of the value of the plan wil *| Petersbut 


eet 


Ti 


be lost, however, if port installatiog Pendin 
are not brought up to the standard ras \nauties | 
quired for handling larger cargoes with |LANICA 
out unduly delaying vessels. to tony 
At present the Nigerian Ports Ay”) 
thority is responsible for the ports an# with wih 5 c 


their approaches within the delta, ah” pssenge 











though shore facilities at Burutu, Wart? 
and Sapels, the country’s third ranking® January 
port, are privately owned. which 1. 
The Government considers it would bers wes 
be impracticable to authorize the Ports 
Authority to take over these facilities” Panam. 
in the near future and has given as 
surance that it will not do so for # | dists f 
period of 25. years beginning January 1”| effort t 
of this year. Compensation to the com | the Pal 
panies would mean an expenditure @ | of the 
Federal development funds that could | banana 
be used on other development pro} ,sharp fh 
ects.—U. S. Consultate General, Lagos | 90 “ste 
»») stems 1 
duction 
. . disease, 
investment in »| on the 
to a li 
UNION OF | | \ms: 
| 1955. F 
SOUTH AFRICA } «is 
spite tl 
. J Hier 
conditions and outlook 1956 ri 
for United States investors | "ewi 
| to per 
. « «A handbook of basic back | to cor 
ground information prepared by a 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. | | porteg 
75 | Small 
» cents | tale 
| yield « 
From U. S. Department of Com- | a 
merce Field Offices, or from the ties 
S tendent of Documents, 
uperintendent o ocu 
pound 
U. S. Government Printing Office, | dight 
Washington 25, D. C. »| in De 
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Nicaragua Seeks To 





| find 
“| help open 





Encourage Aviation 


A need in Nicaragua is to 
ways to encourage civil aviation to 
up undeveloped and otherwise 
je areas of the country. 

Among aviation developments in 1956 
was the establishment of a new civil 


»| wiation code which closely follows the 


\qraft code recommended in 1954 by the 
‘(arth conference of directors of civil 
jwiation of Central America and 


Negotiations also were initiated last 


iting of. between the Nicaraguan Govern- 
a ment and Pan American World Airways 


fr terminating PAWA control of Ma- 


ng Will» ynagua International Airport at Las Mer- 


| edes, and planning got under way for 














tons in. the airport’s facilities. 
m limit | Another airline, Aerovias Sud-Ameri- 
epth of. nas, has applied to Nicaragua for 
‘|\prmission to fly cargo between St. 
lan will | Petersburg, Fla., and Managua. 
lations | Pending before the U. S. Civil Aero- 
lard re (nauties Board was the application of 
es with. LANICA, Nicarguan national airline, 
\fo carry passengers and freight be- 
rts Ayo’ | tween Miami and Managua. LANICA, 
rts anf | With 5 C-47’s and 2 C-46’s, had it best 
Ita, ak” passenger- and cargo-carrying year, but 
, Warr, *|optimism for the future was shaken in 
ranking January of this year by a crash in 
which 13 passengers and 3 crew mem- 
would bers were killed —U. S. Emb., Managua. 
e Ports y ‘ 
cilities’ |Panamanian President . . . 
ven as- (Continued from page 8) 
) for w jalists from the United States in its 
nuary t»} effort to find an effective control for 
e Com — the Panama Disease. The seriousness 
ture of | of the outbreak on its Atlantic coast 
t could | banana plantations is reflected in the 
t pro}, sharp reduction in shipments from 267,- 
Lage, 90 stems in August 1956 to 93,500 
| stems in January. The setback in pro- 
——"} _ duction on the Atlantic side because of 
disease, together with two blowdowns 
on the Pacific side, held 1956 shipments 
to a little over 6 million stems, com- 
pared with 6,521,056 stems exported in 
| 155. Production in the first 7 months 
A 1%) of 1956 was well above 1955 level de- 
spite the April blowdown. 
k Hierba blanca, crab grass, limited the 
1%6 rice crop seriously. The rotation of 
ors nce with bean crops is being encouraged 
to permit cultivation, which is needed 
ack. to combat the spread of crab grass. 
| by Some 8,000 quintals of rice seed free of 
rene grass seed and priced well below im- 
ported seed has been made available. 
Small producers are encouraged to ob- 
tain this seed and to cease planting low- 
yield criollo rice, 
om- | 
the | | U. &. exports of American-Egyptian 
ynts, totton amounted to 7,319 bales, 500 
Fee | | Munds gross, in January 1957, down 








tightly from: the 11,227 bales exported 
in December 1956, the Foreign Agricul- 
| ural Service reported. 


| 
| 
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Varig, the Brazilian airline, reportedly 
has received foreign exchange authori- 
zation to purchase 8 British Viscounts 
for domestic service. Vasp, a Sao Paulo 
airline, also is reported to have ordered 
8 Scandia planes to augment its fleet 
of 5 of that type. 

The relatively short delivery time 
appears to have been one important 
factor entering into the purchases. 





A new 26-mile meter-gage rail line, 
providing a direct link between Jaipur 
and Bikaner in Rajasthan, India, was 
opened for traffic on March 2. The con- 
struction was completed in 15 months 
at an estimated cost of aproximately 
6.5 million rupees, or US$1.3 million. 





The Guatemalan Government-owned 
airline, Aviateca, announced on March 
8 that on April 15 it would inaugurate 
regular passenger and cargo service 
between Guatemala City and Miami 2 
or 3 days weekly. 

The line previously had not taken 
advantage of its permit to make regu- 
lar flights on this route because of lack 
of equipment. 

Transportes Aereas Guatemaltecas, a 
new Guatemalan company with mod- 
erate capital and C-45’s, Twin Beech, 
is being formed to relieve Aviateca from 
much of its domestic operations, which 
the smaller planes of the new company 
may be able to handle more economi- 
cally —U. S. Embassy, Guatemala. 





A license has been granted to Mar- 
shall’s Air Transport, Ltd., a new firm, 
to operate a nonscheduled passenger 
and freight service from Gisborne, New 
Zealand, to other parts of the country. 
The firm will use a _ radio-equipped 
Cessna and hopes to serve east coast 
farmers and the Marine Department’s 
lighthouses at Portland Island and East 
Cape. 

Another company has been proposed, 
to be known as Air Carriers, Ltd., a 
public company which would establish 
a wide internal network providing air 
service to smaller centers within the 
country.—U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 





SABENA (Belgian Air Lines) in- 
creased its passenger traffic from 451,- 
000 in 1955 to 527,000 in 1956, or a gain 
of approximately 17 percent. An in- 
crease in load factor of 2.9 percent—to 
74.2 percent in 1956—is considered ex- 
tremely important. 

As a result of this increased activity, 
SABENA closed its account for 1956 
with a gross profit of 123 million Bel- 
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gian francs (50 Belgian francs=US$1)._ 
After deduction of a reserve for taxes, 

net profit amounted to 78 million 

francs.—U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 





The affixing of an identifying decal- 


-comania is required’ on windshields of 


vehicles imported into Cuba on-a tem-' 
porary basis, by new regulations issued 
in February. Administration of the new 
requirement is expected to begin in the 
near future. oe 

It is expected that U. S. motorists 
and other visitors who bring their cars 


to Cuba will be required to pay a small 


charge to defray the cost of the decal- 
comanias. The purpose of the order is 
to distinguish the cars of bona fide 
foreign motorists from the reportedly 
considerable number of imported sec- 
ond-hand automobiles that have evaded 
the. customs traiff—U. S. Embassy, 
Havana, 





The Rhodesian Railway transported 
in 1956 a total of 10,404,521 tons, which 
exceeded the figure for 1955 by 11 per- 
cent and constituted a record, the 
Federal Minister of Transport has an- 
nounced. 





Submarine Cable for 
New Zealand Advised 


Consultants have recommended a di- 
rect current transmission system along 
two routes to furnish power to North 
Island, New Zeland, after making a 
study of a proposed submarine cable 
across Cook Strait. The one route would 
be from Oteranga Bay in the North 
Island to Fighting Bay in the South 
Island, and the other from Apau Bay in 
the North Island to Lucky Bay in the 
South Island. Each would require three 
armored cables, one of which would 
be a spare, in each case 25% miles 
long. The cables would have a total 
capacity of 1.2 million kilowatts. 

It is estimated that the manufacture 
and laying of the cables on the first 
route would require 13 months in addi- 
tion to the time required for prepara- 
tory work and tests. The estimated 
cost for the entire project is £5,163,000 
(£1=US$2.24-%). 

The consultants suggested the pos- 
sibility of installing one cable across 
the Strait for trial purposes which 
would be used for 1 or 2 years before 
the overall project is undertaken.—U., 8. 
Embassy, Wellington. : 
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U. S. Exhibit Features Productivity 
At 35th Milan Fair Now in Progress 


The story of “How Our Children Share in the Rewards of Productivity” 
is being illustrated at the U. S. Central Exhibit in the 35th annual Inter- 
national Samples Fair in Milan, Italy, April 12-27, the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade Fairs, U. S. Department of Commerce, has announced. 

Because the benefits of American productivity are limitless, it was 


felt that the story could be told effec- 
tively through the medium of children, 
The reasons for this choice are the uni- 
versal appeal of children, the possibility 
of using artifacts of childhood, and the 
opportunity of having Italian children 
as participants. 

This national exhibit marks the third 
participation at the Milan fair, one of 
the largest in the world. More than 
4-million visitors were expected at the 
Milan fair and 35 countries were to be 
represented. In addition to the national 
exhibit, the United States has displays 
from more than 650 private firms. 


Trade Mission There 


A trade mission is on hand to discuss 
with Italian businessmen problems of 
export, import, licensing, and invest- 
ments. The 1956 mission held nearly 800 
conferences with foreign businessmen, 
most of whom were interested in U. S. 
goods and methods. 

In carrying out the theme of produc- 
tivity, the American exhibit shows many 
products affecting the lives of children— 
their housing, health, clothing, recrea- 
tion, education, cultural development, 
and opportunity. A group of home en- 
vironment displays feature major and 
minor home appliances and tools, rang- 
ing from complete kitchen and laundry 
equipment through air-conditioning, fur- 
nace and water heater units, to a family 
room, home maintenance and gardening 
items. 

Supplementing these are new appli- 
ances, such as toasters, mixer, coffee- 
makers, irons, radios, vacuum cleaners, 
and others. Attractive clothing, linens, 
towels and other soft goods plus selected 
food products also are included. 

A Health Center, or child’s clinic, 
shows how science and productivity 
have teamed together to decrease and 
eliminate the incidence of childhood 
diseases by making new drugs and 
health safeguards plentiful and priced 
within the range of all. Antitoxins and 
antibiotics, vaccines, serums, sulfa drugs, 
penicillin, aureomycin, and vitamins, 
are among products in this important 
exhibit. 

An eye-catching’ display consists of 
some 300 items of children’s apparel, A 
year’s supply of clothes for a 10-year- 
old girl and a 6-year-old boy, including 
werdrobes for all 4 seasons of the year, 
illustrates how increased productivity 
puts a tremendous choice within reach 
of the greatest number of persons. 
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Children’s books, ranging from large, 
handsomely illustrated hard cover edi- 
tions down to the lowest priced but 
beautifully done paper-back editions are 
on display. 


U. 8. Firms Contribute 


Certain to attract attention is The 
Children’s Art Carnival, transplanted 
intact from the Museum of Art in New 
York City. Here groups of Italian chil- 
dren play with specially designed toys 
designed to develop many valuable skills 
and traits. 


Among the American companies con- 


(Continued on page 25) 





This U. S. A. emblem was con- 
ceived for use by American ex- 
hibitors to identify their prod- 
ucts at international trade fairs 
anywhere in the world. The 
emblem also is prominently dis- 
played in U. S. Central Exhibits 
and Trade Information Centers at 
trade fairs in which the Govern- 
ment officially participates. 


Three-color posters showing the 
emblem, on a red-and-blue back- 
ground with a gray border of 
stylized cogs denoting industry, 
are available in two sizes, 6 by 7 
inches and 22 by 25 inches. Copies 
may be requested from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from the De- 
partment’s Field Offices. 














Limoges Fair To Hay. 
Foreign Participank 


More than 1,000 French ang 
participants are expected to 
the 30th Limoges Exposition and 
Fair, May 19-June 2. 


Austria, Great Britain, Italy, 
land, and Western Germany are 
the foreign nations that Plan to 
ticipate officially. 


Exhibits to be displayed include ag: 
cultural and industrial equipment, 
making and food processing ma 
furniture, household goods and 
ances, wearing apparel and a 
arid photographic goods. Cattle, 
and hogs will be presented in clasg 
petition for awards in a livestock 

Rates for indoor space have 
established at 30,000 francs for 
regular stands and 40,000 francs for ty 
larger booths. Outdoor stands 
awnings rent for 25,000 and 
francs a unit, and open-air space 
vary from 300 to 1,500 francs a mun, 
meter (350 francs=US$1). 

The fairgrounds, located in the 
tral section of Limoges, a city 
for its fine porcelain, comprise ane 
hibition area of 75,000 square meter, 
which some 35,000 square meters 
covered space. 

Application forms and 
literature concerning the 30th 
Fair are available from the Trade 
velopment Division, Bureau of i 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Gn 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 
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Swiss Airline Offers Tour | 
Of European Trade Fairs | 


Swissair, the airline of Switzerlani| 
has announced a special flight whic) 
will feature stopovers at trade fain i) 
four European countries. 

Leaving New York on April 22.ty 


tour will begin with a 3-day visit toth| : 


Milan International Samples Fair, i 


lowed by 2 days at the Internatio) 
Trade Fair at Lyon, France, and 3 dj) 


at Basel for the Swiss Industries Pat 
From Basel, the intinerary include!) 
2-day visit to the German Industria) 
Fair at Hanover before returning ® 
Zurich for 
May 7. 
Further details concerning the Eu 


the homeward flight " 


pean fair tour are obtainable from i 


travel agents or any Swissair office, 





The agetect crop in ‘South Africa’ 
Wellington district, the principal p* 
ducing area, is small in size and béo 
standard in quality, owing to 
moisture during the growing season, tht 
Foreign Agricultural Service 

Apricot growers hope to offset love 
prices offered by canners for 
grade stock through drying. 
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U.S. Exhibit . .. 


(Continued from page 24) 
tributing to the U. S. Central Exhibit 
are: 

The American Dental Association, 
Chicago, Ill.; American Motors Corp., 
Detroit, Mich.; American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., New York; Berns Air 
King Corp., Chicago, Ill.; Boy’s Club of 
New York, New York; Brooklyn Chil- 
dren’s Museum, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Cen- 
tral Scientific Co., Mountainside, N. J.; 
“Corning Glass Works, New York; Jim 
Cummins, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Esterbrook 
Pen Co., New York; Girl Scouts of the 
"y. S. of America, New York; Interna- 
tional General Electric Co., New York. 

Gregory Kouletsis, Manhattan, N. Y.; 
Lederle. Laboratories Division, Amer- 
ican Cyanamid Co., New York; J. Gar- 
yin Mecking, New York; Minneapolis 
Honeywell Regulator Co., Minneapolis, 
_ Minn.; Museum of Modern Art, New 
: York; National Philatelic Museum, 
Philadelphia; Newark Museum Associa- 
tion, Newark, N. J.; Charles Pfizer & 
Co; New York; Pingry School, Eliza- 
beth, N. J. 

Radio Corp. of America, New York; 
Simon & Schuster, Inc., New York; 
Singer Manufacturing Co., New York; 
Vocaline Corp. of America, Old Say- 
brook, Conn. 


El Salvador Economy .. . 


(Continued from page 6) 


inally appropriated, since receipts were 
considerably higher than was antici- 
pated, Such highly conservative under- 
estimation of Government revenues has 
become so pronounced in El Salvador 
as to preclude budgetary planning for 
more than one year at a time. The 
1957 budget has been set, conservative- 
ly, at $70 million. 

The mild inflationary trend of recent 
years continued in 1956, marked by an 
increase in currency in circulation from 
$97 million on December 31, 1955, to 
* $110 million on Decmber 31, 1956, an 
increase in commercial loans from $60.7 
million to $70.2 million on the same 
dates, and a slight rise in the cost-of- 
living index from 270 on December 31 
1955, to 276 on September 30, 1956 
(1937—100). 


French Industrial . . . 
(Continued from page 2) 


lowered sales efforts caused by the gaso- 
line shortage. Apparently, difficulties in 
making deliveries and obtaining supplies 
were not much of a problem to most 


industries. The major complaint of 
those interviewed concerned the labor 
shortage. It was predicted that French 
ind§strial expansion again will be im- 

by a manpower shortage when 
the normal flow of petroleum supplies 
is resumed.—U. S. Embassy, Paris. 


April 15, 1957 





California Traveling 
Exhibit Deferred 


The second annual California 
Trade Caravan, which was sched- 
uled to visit Panama City, Pan- 
ama; Barranquilla, Colombia; 
Maracaibo and Caracas, Venezue- 
la, in May 1957, has been post- 
poned, according to the Los An- 
geles Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, the sponsor. 

The announcement of this trav- 
eling exhibit appeared in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 18, 
1957, page 37. 











Inflationary Pressures... 
(Continued from page 4) 
output of consumer goods, such as cot- 

ton textiles, at stable prices. 

Prices of petroleum products were 
increased in December following the 
closing of the Suez canal. Restrictions 
which applied to the consumption of 
gasoline were of minor importance, 
however. 

Supplies of bulk petroleum products 
received in the year were somewhat 
greater than in 1955, totaling 1.047 
million metric tons. 

The Suez crisis seems to have been 
instrumental in stimulating greater ac- 
tivity toward developing production of 
petroleum near Luanda in Angola 
where oil was discovered in 1955. A 
token shipment of crude oil was sent 
from Luanda to Lisbon in 1956. Re- 
ports indicate that a 3-kilometer pipe- 
line has beeri hurried into operation to 
permit storage and loading of petro- 
leum at Luanda, where new test bor- 
ings have shown promising results. 

Evidence of official apprehension ex- 
isted as to the effects of the common 
market and free trade area movements 
on Portugal's foreign trade. The busi- 
ness reaction to the plans was mixed. 
The Portuguese Government has called 
for studies on the subject without tak- 
ing a position or giving a clear indica- 
tion of its attitude. Indications are, 
however, that Portugal would support 
the common market movement while 
seeking advantages which would in- 
clude protection of growing industries 
and the maintenance of established 
markets for agricultural products of 
the overseas territories—-U. S. Em- 
bassy, Lisbon. 





Australian production of dried vine 
fruits for the 1957 season is forecast 


at 82,500 short tons, the Foreign Agri- 


cultural Service reports. 

The 1957 estimate is predicated upon 
the present size and quality of the fresh 
fruit crops, since harvesting is just get- 
ting under way and final production is 
closely linked to prevailing weather in 
the drying season, 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


National Equipment 
Show To Be Largest 


Exhibits valued at more than $5 mil- 
lion will be displayed at the Seventh 
National Materials Handling Exposition 
at Convention Hall, Philadelphia, April 
29-May 3. 

With over 250 companies expected to 
exhibit some 6,000 pieces of machinery 
and accessories representing the widest 
range of materials handling equipment, 
the exposition will be 15 percent larger 
than the preceding event staged at 
Chicago 2 years ago and the largest and 
most comprehensive of the series which 
began in 1947. In keeping with the 
broad concept o* the show, more than 
100 types of maferials handling equip- 
ment will be demonstrated under simu- 
lated plant conditions. 

New attendance records are antici- 
pated, with visitors expected from 15 
foreign countries. 

Concurrently with the exposition, the 
American Material Handling Societ 
will conduct a 3-day conference whi 
will be addres by 32 speakers. 
Among the topics to be discussed are: 
New prospectives in manufacturing 
under automatic handling, the new look 
in shipping, eliminating warehouses, 
organizing a handling program, and the 
effect of handling systems on plant 
design and layout. 

Advance registrations and additional 
information may be obtained from 
Clapp & Poliak, Inc., 341 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York 17, N. Y. 


150,000 Visitors See 
Milan Cycle Exhibit 


The 34th International Bicycle and 
Motorcycle Fair held December 1-10, in 
Milan, Italy, attracted about 150,000 
visitors. 

The show was staged in the Lom- 
bardy area where most of the leading 
Italian cycle manufacturers are located. 

A total of 550 exhibitors participated 
in the fair, of which about 100 were 
local agents representing foreign manu- 
facturers. West Germany, the United 
Kingdom, France, Austria, and Switz- 
erland were among the foreign coun- 
tries represented, One American firm, 
Harley-Davidson Motor Co., Milwaukee, 
exhibited through its Italian agent. 

The fair- was divided into six sec- 
tions: Motorcycles and scooters; motor- 
bikes; bicycles; motors, carburetors 
and parts; tires and tubes; and related 
products of the industry. Among the 
exhibits which attracted greatest atten- 
tion was a child's scooter equipped with 
a 25 ce. engine which reaches a maxi- 
mum speed of 10 miles an hour. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
Milan cycle fair are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
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Mexican Economy... 


(Continued from page 3) 
pesos—13 percent more than the 1956 
budget—but does not envisage a tax 
increase. Also, 1957 projected revenues 
include only a limited amount of bor- 
rowing. 

Living Costs Stable 


Figures on the cost of living of the 
working class in Mexico City show a 
comparatively steady line throughout 
1956 with the principal increases occur- 
ring in some meats and in seasonally 
fluctuating commodities. Most rises 
were offset by price declines in other 
food items. 


In the case of wholesale prices, the 
situation was similar, with prices 
throughout the year remaining sub- 
stantially level except for usual sea- 
sonal variations, and very little indi- 
cation—except for nonfood consumer 
goods—that any tendency existed to- 
ward a price rise in the year. 


The price pattern in 1956 was one of 
the most encouraging factors in the eco- 
nomic picture. However, the beginning 
of an upward pressure on prices was 
noted early in 1957 as the price ceiling 
on sugar was raised by 9 percent, and 
ceilings on certain grades of gasoline 
were raised. Electric-power rates were 
increased substantially, and sugar and 
railway workers’ wages were raised, 
affecting some 80,000 to 85,000 workers. 
Also, Christmas bonuses, amounting to 
1 billion pesos, were spent largely in 
the consumer market. 

Furthermore, in the first half of 
1957 wage contracts will be renegoti- 
ated for the metal and metallurgical in- 
dustries which probably will set the 
pattern for renewal of many other 
wage contracts in 1957. Indications are 
that increases as high as 15 and 20 
percent will be requested and, if grant- 
ed, will create further pressures on 
prices, especially those under control. 

The cost-of-living index dropped 
slightly in January from the year-end 
figures; the wholesale price indices for 
Mexico City, issued by the Bank of 
Mexico, showed a slight rise in Janu- 
ary, but remained below the February 
to May 1956 index figures. Consumer 
goods prices remained approximately as 
low as or lower than those of a year 
ago; producer goods and processed 
goods were slightly higher in January. 

Business in general was feeling more 
and more the credit squeeze in January, 
as 30-day terms of payment were be- 
ing extended to 60, 90, and even 180 
days. This was not due to any insecur- 
ity of the debtor, but because ~ many 
merchants, wholesalers, and manufac- 
turers were unable to obtain credit fa- 
cilities with which to supplement their 
own capital for supporting larger in- 
ventories and, consequently, a larger 
volume of sales. The total amount of 
credits from banks was at or near an 
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alltime high, but was still not sufficient 
to meet the demands of businessmen. 


Mexico’s exports and imports in 1956, 
according to adjusted figures of the 
Bank of Mexico, reached values of $842.9 
million and $1,073.6 million respective- 
ly, and represented increases of 10.9 
percent in exports and 21 percent in 
imports over corresponding trade values 
of 1955. The import balance amounted 
to $228.7 million for the year, as com- 
pared with the $124 million import bal- 
ance of 1955. However, foreign ex- 
change receipts from other sources, 
such as tourism and “bracero” remit- 
tances, were sufficiently large to more 
than offset the foreign exchange deficit 
from Mexico’s international trade. 


The total number of tourists enter- 
ing the interior of Mexico in 1956 was 
reported at 520,000 by the Ministry of 
Economy, as compared with 549,000 in 
1955. The Bank of Mexico released fig- 
ures showing foreign exchange income 
from tourism and border trade in 1956 
to be $489.3 million, and expenditures, 
$205.8 million. Border transactions ac- 
counted for 70.4 percent of the gross 
income. Net income from tourist and 
border traffic was $283.5 million, as 
against $263.1 million in 1955, or an 
increase in 1956 of over $20 million. 


Balance-of-payments figures through 
October 1956, the latest available, indi- 
cate a favorable balance of $1.1 million 
as against a favorable balance of $83.4 
million at the end of October 1955. The 
very favorable balance in 1955 was 
principally attributable to the return of 
a large amount of flight capital. In No- 
vember, the deficit of the balance of 
trade, amounting to $30 million, was 
apparently more than offset by earn- 
ings on other current accounts and by 
foreign credits, so that the total ex- 
change reserves of the country in- 
creased. In December, the trade defi- 
cit was smaller than in November and 
the reserves increased further, to reach 
at the year’s end 3469.1 million, about 
— million more than on December 31, 

55. 





American exporters 
are urged to mark 


United States 
of America 


on external containers 
of goods shipped abroad 


Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 40, 
adopted July 30, 1953, suggests that 
such marking will help to publicize 
American-made goods overseas. 














Additional Business . . , 

(Continued from page 13) 
Road, Delhi, wishes to purchase and 
seeks agency for steel products ang 
light machine tools and related prod. 
ucts, and chemicals. 

Diamond Co., 421/XVI K.D. Kohly 
Khajur Road, Karolbagh, New Delhi 5, 
wishes to purchase and seeks a 
from U. S. manufacturers or exportey 
of iron and steel materials—rolling mij 
stocks, joists, beams, etc.—and indus 
trial chemicals and dyestuffs. 

National Steel Works, Ltd., Warden 
House, Phirozshah Mehta Road, Bom. 
bay 1, wishes to purchase steel items 
such as mild steel billets and billet cut. 
tings, rounds, squares, flat bars- and 
cuttings, and old ship and tank plates, 


Machinery 


General Radio & Appliances Private, 
Ltd., New Queen’s Road, Opera House, 
Bombay, wishes to import machinery 
and equipment for establishing a me. 
chanical toy manufacturing plant ip 
India. 

Indian Conduit Industries, G. T 
Road, Panipat, Punjab, wishes to pur 
chase on behalf of the Indian Govern. 
ment a tube mill for manufacturing con. 
duit pipe; also interested in plastic ex. 
tension equipment. 


Agency Opportunities 





Machinery 


Larsen & Toubro, Ltd., I. C. House, 
Dougall Road, Ballard Estate, Bombay 
1, seeks agency from U. S. manufac. 
turer of oil-drilling and production ma- 
chinery. 

Suru Private, Ltd., Prospect Cham- 
bers, Dadabhoy Maoroji Road, Bombay 
1, seeks representation of U. S. manu 
facturers of textile machinery and ma- 
terials handling equipment. 7 


Medical Equipment and Supplies 

Dr. Jai Singh’s Son & Co., 18/4 Asaf 
Ali Road, P.O. Box 457, New Delhi f 
seeks representation on an exclusive 
basis for synthetic resins used in th 
manufacture of plastic articles, bulk 
packing of sulfa drugs (except sulfa- 
diazine), pharmaceuticals, and electro 
medical equipment. 


Petroleum Products 

Sudan Trading Co., G.P.O. Box No, 
1279, Dhannur Building, Phirozshab 
Mehta Road, Bombay 1, seeks agency 
from U. S. exporter or refiner for petro 
leum products, such as liquid paraffin, 
transformer oil, automative and diesel 
engine oil, light lubricating oil, cylinder 
oils, and. petrolatum. 
Tools 


R. Poddar Private, Ltd., 42 Hamam 
Street, Fort, Bombay 1, seeks ro 
sentation of U. S. manufacturer# of 
power tools required in the woodwork 
ing field. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Aluminum Scrap Export 
Quota Limits Removed 


Aluminum scrap and remelt ingots 
originating in a U. S. territory or pos- 
session outside the continental United 
States now may be exported without 
regard to quantitative limitations es- 
tablished for such materials, the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 

Previously, offshore aluminum scrap 
and remelt ingots were included under 
the 8,000-ton quota set in the second 
quarter for all exports of these mate- 
rials, regardless of origin. BFC said 
the new relaxation was possible be- 
cause of improved domestic supply. 

Origin Certification Required 

In addition, BFC announced that ap- 
plicants for licenses to export offshore 
aluminum scrap and remelt ingots no 
Jonger are required to submit a state- 
ment of their past participation in such 
exports, and license applications for 
these commodities may be filed at any 
time. 

Exporters are required, however, to 
certify as to the offshore origin of the 
materials to be exported. 

Licensing policy and requirements 
for aluminum scrap and remelt ingots 
exported from the continental United 
States remain unchanged, BFC said. 

These announcements are published 
in the Federal Register, dated April 9, 
and will appear in a forthcoming Cur- 
rent Export Bulletin. 


PRR ee ine Rea aN sR EGR BE 


investment 


CENTRAL 
AMERICA 


+i« On Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua 


++. @nother BFC handbook for 
U.S. investors and traders 


$1.50 


from U. $. Department ef Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Decuments, U. $. Government Print- 
Ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


April 15, 1957 





= 


Four Western European Firms, One Bank 
Denied United States Export Privileges 


Two firms and a bank in England, 
one firm in Liechtenstein, and another 
in Switzerland have been denied U. S. 
export privileges for illegal transship- 
ment of U. S.-origin antibiotics to Po- 
land, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
has announced. 


Named in the denial order, effective 
March 25, are: Anglo-Continental Ex- 
change, Ltd., Britannia Shipping Co., 
Ltd., and Watford Chemical Co., Ltd., 
all of London; The Loyal Trust of 
Vaduz, Liechtenstein; and Standard 
Chemie, A. G. of Basel, Switzerland. 


At the time of the violations, which 
occurred in 1954, the named bank and 
firms were owned and controlled by 
William Kurt Samuel Wallersteiner, 
who also is named in the order. Wal- 
lersteiner and Watford Chemical Co., 
Ltd., are already denied U. S. export 
privileges under a previous order is- 
sued on March 11 for similar infrac- 
tions. 

Aureomycin Falsely Obtained 

In the present case, BFC said that 
Wallersteiner and his firms were par- 
ties to a scheme wherein they obtained 
over $46,000 worth of aureomyein from 
the United States by falsely represent- 
ing that it was to be ultimately shipped 
to friendly consignees. In fact, how- 
ever, Wallersteiner had already con- 
tracted to buy the antibiotics for the 
China Export Corp., a purchasing agent 
for the communist Chinese, to whom he 
subsequently sold the consignment for 
more than $240,000. 


The order, which supersedes a tem- 
porary suspension in effect since May 
1955, denies export privileges to all par- 
ties except Britannia for 3 years. Be- 
cause Britannian now is no longer owned 
by Wallersteiner, a similar denial of 
its export privileges is held in abey- 
ance. All of the parties are on proba- 
tion for the .duration of export con- 
trols. 


Bank Handled Documents 


Wallersteiner and the involved firms, 
except for Anglo-Continental, con- 
sented to the denial order. Anglo-Con- 
tinental contended that it did not know- 
ingly participate in the scheme because 
it had acted only in a ministerial ca- 
pacity as a bank in carrying out its 
customer’s instructions. BFC found 
that the bank had been informed of 
the facts of the transaction and its 
objective. Nevertheless, it aided in the 
false representations to the U. S. sup- 
plier, and handled the financing and 
shipping documents under the letters of 
credit covering shipment from the 
United States and transshipment to 
Poland. 


This is the first time a bank has 


been named in a U. S. export denial 
order. 


The denial order prohibits Waller- 
steiner and his firms, and any other 
person or firm with whom they may be 
related by ownership, control, or posi- 
tion of responsibility, from exporting, 
receiving, financing, or otherwise par- 
ticipating in U. S. exports, either di- 
rectly or indirectly. It further states 
that no export transaction or related 
service involving U. S. goods may be 
performed for them by any person or 
firm. ; 





ICA Assists Tunisia in 


Developing Economy 


An agreement between the United 
States and the Kingdom of Tunisia pro- 
viding for economic and technical as- 
sistance under the U. S. Mutual Securi- 
ty Program has been signed, according 
to the International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration. 

Under the agreement, the United 
States will furnish up to $5 million in 
consumable commodities and up to 
$500,000 for the technical cooperation 
program, to be made available during 
the remainder of the current fiscal 
year. The commodity assistance will 
be partly on a grant basis and partly 
on a loan basis. Technical cooperation 
will be principally in the fields of agri- 
culture, education, and industry. 

The specific commodities to be pro- 
vided this year will be decided accord- 
ing to the needs of the Tunisian people 
by a_later agreement between the two 
Governments, 

Extension of the Mutual Security 
Program to newly independent Tunisia 
stems from the U. S. Government’s in- 
terests in strengthening the indepen- 
dence, political stability, and general 
security of friendly nations. 

The VU. S. program with Tunisia, 
which will supplement financial assist- 
ance from France, will be aimed at 
accelerating economic development in 
order to reduce the young nation’s 
chief economic problem—inadequate 
domestic output in the face of a stead- 
ily increasing population. Increases in 
both agricultural and industrial produc- 
tion are urgently needed. An impor- 
tant part of the program of economic 
development will be assistance in im- 
proving the technical skills of the Tu- 
nisian people. 

Provision is made for deposit of local 
currency funds to match any commodi- 
ties or services furnished on a grant 
basis and sold in Tunisia. This coun- 

(Continued on page 28) 
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United States, Canada Gonclede: 
Negotiations on Potato Tariffs 


The United States and Canada have concluded negotiations with 
respect to their trade agreement concessions on potatoes, the Depart- 


ment of State has announced. 


The renegotiations were undertaken because of Canada’s 
adjust upward its tariff on potatoes. 


place in Washington, were authorized 
by the Contracting Parties to the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
and were held under procedures pro- 
vided in the March 10, 1955, “Declara- 
tion on the Continued Application of 
Schedules.” 


Agreement was reached on the basis 
of an upward modification of the Ca- 
nadian concession on potatoes, which 
was initially negotiated with the United 
States in the general agreement, and 
a partial withdrawal of concessions 
which the United States had granted 
on potatoes in the agreement. The 
United States supplies most of Canada’s 
imports of potatoes, and Canada is the 
principal supplier of U. S. imported 
potatoes. 

As a result of the renegotiations, 
Canada intends to include in Schedule 
V to the general agreement a modified 
concession providing a year-round duty 
of $0.3742 a hundred pounds on all im- 
ported potatoes, with the exception that 
new potatoes will be granted continued 
free entry in the period January 1 to 
June 14, inclusive. This concession re- 
places one which provided duty-free 
treatment for all imports of potatoes 
except for the period June 15 to July 
31, inclusive, when the rate of duty was 
$0.374 a hundred pounds. 

The United States, as a result of the 
renegotiations, will modify its conces- 
sion on potatoes in Part I of Schedule 
XX to the general agreement, initially 
negotiated with Canada. Under the 
trade agreements legislation such modi- 
fication in U. S. duties are given effect 
through Presidential proclamation 
which it is anticipated will be issued 
in the near future. 

The United States will decrease the 
existing 2.5-million bushel tariff quota 
for seed potatoes by 600,000 bushels and 
the existing 1-million bushel tariff quota 
for table-stock potatoes by 400,000 
bushels. Thé most favored-nation rate 
will remain $0.37% a hundred pounds 


desire to 
The renegotiations, which took 


for imports within the new tariff quotas 
of 1.9 million bushels for seed potatoes 
and 600,00 bushels for table-stock po- 
tatoes. No change will be made in the 
existing escalator clause, which pro- 
vides that the tariff quota in any year 
for tablez;stock potatoes is increased by 
the amount that estimated U. S. pro- 
duction is less than 350 million bushels. 


ICA Assists... 


(Continued from page 27) 


terpart is to be used for U. S. local 
currency expenses and for projects 
agreed upon by both Governments to 
benefit the economy of Tunisia. 

While the signing of the agreement 
paves the way for the first U. S. eco- 
nomic and technical program for Tuni- 
sia since the nation gained its inde- 
pendence just a year ago, the United 
States last fall made an emergency 
grant of 45,000 tons of wheat to Tuni- 
sia to avert a threatening food short- 
age. The food grain, most of which 
has been shipped to Tunisia by now, 
was critically needed because of two 
successive short harvests resulting 
from drought. 








Cuban Economics .. . 
(Continued from page 5) 
kindred groups to resist the compulsory 
collection of union dues by employers 
now required by Cuban law. A new 
labor decree of considerable importance 
in the sugar industry requires employers 
in the industrial sector to contribute 4 
percent of each worker’s salary under 
$6,000 a year to the sugar workers’ re- 
tirement fund. This new decree, which 
attempts to equalize payments by work- 
ers and employers, aroused a strong re- 
action from cane growers who may 
challenge its constitutionality. — U. S. 

Embassy, Havana. 





U. S., Morocco Sign 
Economic Agreement 


The U. 8S. Government and the Gov. 
ernment of Morocco have signed an 
agreement providing for economic and 
technical assistance, the International 
Cooperation Administration states, 

The United States will furnish ap. 
proximately $20 million for the pur. 
chase of consumable commodities, to 
be specified by later agreement, and 
made available this year. 

The commodities, to be financed from Ff 
development assistance funds largely on 
a loan basis, will be sold in Morocco 
and the local currency proceeds will be 
used to finance development projects in 
Morocco. 


The program is designed to help 
relieve Morocco’s urgent import and 
development needs. A U. S. Operations 
Mission is being established in Rabat to 
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administer the program. 

Morocco exports cereals, fish, citrus 
fruits, and wool. Among the chief im- 
ports are sugar, textiles, tea, petroleum 
products, machinery, and hardwares. 
Morocco is beginning to expand develop- 
ment of its mineral deposits, which in- 
clude copper, lead, coal, tin and phos- 
phates and is exporting considerable Searc 
amounts of phosphate rock, manganese, 
and iron ores, U 








Foreign Commerce Weekly ~ 


Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


Austr 


Ea Sa dnt Ne 
Address : sostesenen to 
eile Zone......State.....sussv0 — 


Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S$. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 











1957-401 265/40 


oa Vv. a Government Print ‘9 Office: 





